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We sii of 


And we sing loud. 
The song, Fills our hearts, 
even after millenia 
of hard singing and soundíng 
in the Zones of the Sea. 


We came to this Earth 
during the Great Mi tion, 
when dé folk er? the Whale Planet 


colonized the gal а. 
ще here the € enslaved US, 


dragging nå m SES sky, 
to vibrate sounds 
in the Zones of the Sea. 


On and on ít goes. 
It is life. 

It is dream. 
It is uisite mira 
But not өгий a man fro role 
Journeys to the Whale Planet 

and meets raxas, 

will we be delivered 

from the Zones of the Sea. 


--а song of the humpback whale 





THE SAD FACT 15 THAT FOR У = 
CENTURIES MAN AND WHALE COMPUTERS 
HAVE ONLY MET AT EITHER VEE ESE RE 
END OF A HARPOON, TODAY, THE SAME POLNRHYTHMIC 
| THE SLAUGHTER CONTINUES, PATTERNS WE 
BUT SOME MEN HAVE ` RECO! 
DROPPED THEIR SHAFTS AND Å CORDE Се 
BEGUN TO LISTEN. „Д шини» 


FALCO-- YOU MUST 
HEAR THIS-- IT'S 
FANTASTIC! 


GOT BETTER THINGS 
TO РО THAN LISTEN 
TO Å BUNCH OF 
FISH WITH 
INDIGESTION! 


I THIS ISN'T 
THE SARGASSO SEA, THEIR MATING 
IITHIN THE NUCLEAR ATTACK SEASON! 
SUBMARINE BARB, ONE SUCH s= 1 
MAN 16 LISTENING-- CETOL 
JOHN ISAAC, NHO H 
| HIS LIFE TO BETTER UNDERSTANDING 
THE HAUNTING CRIES THAT ECHO 


BENEATH THE WAVES.. 
LITTLE LADY IN 


SINGAPORE WHO 
WOULD MAKE 


WHALES ARE ` | ) 
ALOT MORE THAN NE AND 1 DOUBT å 
DUMB ANIMALS, А | IF THE NAVY TAKES 
OUR COMPUTERS e THIS AS LIGHTLN AS 
HAVE IDENTIFIED \ d à YOU DO, OR THEY 
COMPLEX LEVELS Я | SURELY WOULDN'T HAVE 
OF LANGUAGE THEY SOUND : PROVIDED ME WITH THE 
ALMOST-- SERVICES OF YOUR SUB 


STRUCTURE IN 
THEIR SONGS UNEARTHLY! 2 FOR MY RESEARCH! 
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| WITHOUT WARNING, 
| THE BARB LURCHES № сыйт 


TO ONE SIDE-- 


" DONT KID 
7 YOURSELF SON, 


/ 
SOMETHING WITH 
US WHILE WERE 
WAITING AROUND 

DOWN HERE FOR / 
THE NEXT | 


SECOND... 
THAT'S NO 
WHALE! 
GET THE 


ONE OF YOUR 

DANN WHALES REMOTE CAMERAS 
ON IT AND LET'S 

ы HAVE А LOOK! 


IT'S GOT TO BE A LIFE Ñ 
FORM, SIR, OR SHE'D 

HAVE REGISTERED л ILL WAGER, 
ON OUR SCOPES! d | ISAAC. 











ALL AHEAD FULL! 
GIVE HER 

EVERYTHING 

SHE'S GOT! 


DAMAGE 
REPORT! 







EXTENSIVE LEAKAGE 
INALL COMPARTMENTS-- 
REPORTS OF LARGE 
SPINES BREACHING THE 
HULL, WE'RE TAKING ON 
ALOT OF WATER, SIR! 











IF THAT WATER 
REACHES THE 





SEAWATER FINDS THE 
MAIN CIRCUITS AND THE 
POWER FAILS TO THE 
SOUND OF THE BULK- 
HEAD BUCKLING UNDER 
TERRIBLE STRESS. 





RACKED BY 
EXPLOSIONS 
FROM WITHIN 

AND BEING TORN 
STEM TO STERN 
FRON WITHOUT, 

THE BARB'S 

SUPER STRUCTURE 
FINALLY CRACKS 

AND SHE GIVES 
UP HER CREW 
TO THE COLD 
JAWS OF DOOM.. 


ТТЕР 
SHE MAKES НЕК 


FINAL 


NO CHANCE 
TO REACH 
THE SURFACE-- 


€ mAND I'LL 
NEVER KNOW 
WHO WAS 
RESPONSIBLE.. 


15 WRONG! 
5- SOMETHING FROM 
INSIDE THAT THING 

15 PULLING 


бот TO 
GET А HOLD 
OF FALCO-- 
MANBE SANE 

HIM, TOO! 


I CAN 
BREATH IN 
THIS STUFF! 


INE HEARD 


OF EXPERIMENTS 

USING MEMBRANE 
, AS EFFECTIVE MOISTURE 
BARRIERS, BUT NEVER 
AT THESE PRESSURES! 


CAPTAIN 
ROTWANG! 
I'VE GAFFED 
К PAIR OF THE 
N DOUBLE- 
„ BRAINERS! 




















GOOD WORK, 
MR. STAUB  TWAS 
NOT 50 HARD А 
TASK, THEN TO 
FILL OUT OUR 
CREW, 


THE GREAT RED THAT 
GOES BY THE NAME 
ABRAXAS WAS WHO 
DISMASTED ME, 
EARTHMAN! AND 
“TWAS THE XLEXU 
SURGEONS WHO 
FASHIONED ME 
THIS LOVELY PEG 
TO HOP ABOUT 
ON! 









BUT THEN, YE'LL 
BE MEETING 
BOTH SOON 
ENOUGH! 





















LOOK HOW 

THIS ONE 
GAGS AT THE | 
SIGHT OF МУ 

DISMEMBERMENT! | 





4 PUT VER BACKS 
INTO IT, ME BUCKOS! 
LET US LEAVE THIS 
IMPOVERISHED LITTLE 
PLANET WITH ITS 
TINY WHALES! 



















„BUT THE FULL IMP 
THE SITUATION 19 






умнна., 
WHAT'S GOING 
ON? 














COMMANDER, 
I THINK 

WE'RE BEING 

SHANGHAIED! 






BOILING VET, 
МЕ. STAUB? 





SECURE 
MEMBRANES 
FOR DEEP 






ISAAC HAS AN OVERPOWERING FEELING 
THAT HE 15 LEAVING HIS HOME 
PLANET-- PERHAPS FOREVER - - 
A FEELING THAT SINKS IN HIS 
GUTS DEEPER THAN THE BARB 
HAS SUNK INTO THE BRINY HEART 
OF THE OCEAN! 


CAPTAIN 
ROTWANG! 


YOU MEAN 
THEY SUNK 
MY SHIP 
AND KILLED 
МУ WHOLE 
d CREW--JUST 
FOR Å COUPLE 
Wi EXTRA 
HANDS? 


MY GOD, 
ISAAC... 
WHAT ARE 
WE DEALING 
WITH? 


I DON'T 
KNOW, SIR, 


2 BUT DO YOU 
SEE WHERE THEY'RE 
TAKING 95? 


IT'S Å TREE! 

THEY'RE LIVING 
IN SPACE -- IN Å 
GIANT TREE! 


IMPOSSIBLE/ 
THESE CREATURES 
HAVEN'T THE 
TECHNOLOGY 
TO ACCOMPLISH 

SUCH Å FEAT! 


AS SOON AS WE DOCK, 
TURN ALL BRANCHES 
INTO THE SUN, MR. STAUB, 
I'LL WASTE NO MORE 
TIME GETTING TO THE 
HUNTING GROUNDS! 


HAVEN'T THEY, 
SIRF ARENT WE 
LOOKING AT IT? 





I WANT А 
FLENSING CREW 
ON THOSE WHALES, 
AND NO DELAY! THEY 
МАЧ BE PYGMIES COM- 
PARED TO OUR USUAL FARE 
BUT THEY'LL GIVE US ENOW 
MEAT AND OIL TO SEE 
US THROUGH TO THE 
WHALE 
PLANET! 


QUARTER- 
DECK! 


HERE'S TWO MORE 
VICTIMS FOR YE, 
XLEXU, THE YOUNG 
ONE SHOULD MAKE 
^ GOOD LOOKOUT! 
PREPARE THE OTHER 
FOR FURNACE 
DUTY! 


GREAT CLANS SWEEP 
THE MEN OFF THE 
DECK AND UGLY 
FANGS PUSH VENOM 
INTO THEIR VEINS -- 


THE EFFE & TOTAL DELIRIUM! 
REALITY BECOMES Å SWIMMING 
МА OF VERTIGO AND MADNESS! 


YET, EVEN 
FRENZY 


C FE 
THE VACUUM OF 
GREAT PEACEFUL 
EVE FLOATING IN 
THE VERY CENTER 
OF HIS HOWLING 
BRAIN STORMS... 


INEXORABLY, 
HE 16 DRAWN 
TO IT. 


JT OF HALLUCIN 
MIND MELDS W 
XLEXU SURGEON! 





HIS ESSENSE DRIFTS 
INHABITIN BETWEEN OSCILLATING 
AT ом WAVES OF HUMAN 
REASONING AND 
INSECTILE THOUGHT 
PROCESSES, 
-- IN PARALYZED 
FLESH AND THAT OF 
THE XLEXU! 


74 , 


ІТ 18 HIS OWN CRUSTACEOUS CLAWS i 
THAT REACH DOWN AND MAKE THE 
FIRST INCISIONS... 


journeys to the Whale Planet 
| ‘and meets Abraxas, 
will we be delivered 
from the Zones of the Sea. 





GREEN 12^ ISAAC'S ABDUCTOR пе = 

PAUSE HERE TO MINE г АХ 

THE GIGANTIC ICE CRYSTALS THAT | 1 | | 
FORM THE RINGED PLANET'S TIARA... | | N 152277 


ШІ ISAAC HIMSELF IS UNABLE ТО 
~ WITNESS THE CELESTIAL VISTA... 
3 


H 


SWING TO, 
LADS! WITHOUT 
WATER THIS FINE 
CLIMBED VESSEL. 
WILL LEAVE US 

ALL HIGH 


A АМО DRY! WOULD SUCH 


ALITTLE THING 
STOP OUR OWN 
CAPTAIN 

ROTWANG? 


ERI: ety SHUT THAT MEALY GOB, NEVERSWEAT! 
WHALING sur ПОЩИ. YOUR TACK HAMMER HAS VET ТО KISS 
KNOWN TO HER THE ICE / WHAT AILS VE THIS TIME? 
CREW AS THE УС 

YORRIKKE, 

LIFE AND WORK 

CONTINUE... 


‘TiS NO AFFLICTION, 
MR. STAUB BUT MERELY Ñ 
THE GERM OF A LITTLE 
VERSE THAT HAS BORN 
ITSELF TO ME ON THIS 
LOVELY SOLAR WIND! 

























Å VERSE ISIT? 
SING THEN, VE 
SLY DOG, AND 


OLD ROTWANG WENT 4 WAALIN ", 
BUT HE COME BACK NONE TOO SOON. 
HED SWAPPED HIS LEG 






LET THE REST FOR AN UGLY PEG 
OF THIS GANG ТО 4 WHALE ‘TWAS BIG AS 4 MOON! 
BEAT TIME 


WITH THEIR 
HAMMERS / 










NOW THIS WHALE CAME DOWN FLUKES AFLAILIN, 
AVENGIN' HIS FAMILY AND PRIDE. 
TO ROTWANG'G EYES 
SEEMED А FITTING PRIZE, 
“TIS THE GREAT RED, ABRAXAS!"HE CRIED. 










(“то THE BOATS, TO THE 80475 “ SCREAMED THE CAPTAIN, 
BUT THE CREW FLED 8 LOW DECKS, COURAGE FAILIN! 

FOR THEY FEARED NOT THEIR MASTER & 

AS MUCH AS DISASTER, === 

$0 THE OLD MAN WAS LEFT AT THE RAILIN: == 








————Ó v— = w 
| NOW ABRAXAS BEGINS THE CISMASTIN’, 
| THE SHIP STARTS TO ОВОР, NOW SHE CRASHES! 
THE CREW 15 ALL FRIED Е 
WHEN THE FURNACE SPLITS WIDE, > 
ONLY ROTWANG CRAWLS FROM THE ASHES, 1 





НОНО! NEVERSWEAT HAS HIT 

THE MARK AGAIN AND GOT THE 

REST OF THE CREW TO DO HIS 
JOB TO BOOT/ 


50 ONCE AGAIN ROTWANG I$ SAILIN’, 
ONLY THIS TIME TIS US WHO'S HIS CREW, 
WILL WE KILL OLD ABRAXAS 

WHEN THE GREAT RED ATTACKSUS, 

OR GO DOWN IN THIS LEAFY CANOE? 


BACK TO 








IT 15 BOTH, 
EARTHMAN, 
THE IMAGES 


ILLUSTRATE WHAT 
16 OCCURING IN 
VOUR BRAIN ON 
THE CHEMICAL 
LEVEL! 


HAVE 
THAT MAN 
FLOGGED, 


TWENTY-FIVE SCREAMS 
ECHO THROUGHOUT 
THE SELF-RENEWING 
ATMOSPHERE OF THE 
YORRIKKE,,, 


A-AYE, 
CAPTAIN 
ROTWANG... 


WHILE HIS MIND 1S 
ON A JOURNEY TO 
THE DEEP SELF... 


I'M CONFUSED, 
ХЕЕХУ.., IS THIS 
REAL OR AM I 

OREAMING? 

















МО,ЕАЕТИ- ] NOTICE THE FISSURES RUNNING 
























THE FACES ON THE ONE YOU 
| THESE FIGUREHEADS ¦ ARE DIVING MAN--BUT | | THROUGH THE FOREHEAD OF EACH 
LOOK 50 TOWARD-- IT AS YOU WILL | | FIGURE.. THEY REPRESENT THE 
FAMILIAR! THIS 19 HAS MY FACE! || SEE WHEN YOU | | RIFT THAT EXISTSBETWEENTHE | 
THE REALM AM I DEAD AWAKEN.. | | TWO HEMISPHERES OF THE 






| 
ор your || HUMAN BRAIN... 
IMMORTAL | 


NÅTURE 


THEN. $ 







PAST 
LIVES! 


1 WILL HEAL 
YOUR SPLIT, 
EARTHMAN ,.. 






HERE, WHERE 
THE STRUGGLE 
FOR SUPREMACY 
BETWEEN THE SIDES ¢ 
TAKES PLACE. 





WHOLENESS, N 


2 ХХ S 
EARTHMAN.. А Le ier Л. SS 
a S о 
Se UG NE 
f D : Пе г. Є 


I GIVE You w USE IT 
THE GIFT OF WISELY! 


\\\ 


A5 IF IN 
ANSWER TO 

THE GREAT 

MANTIS’ 
STACCATO, 
THE CHASM 
WALLS SLOWLY, 
INEXORABLY, 
BEGIN TO 
CONVERGE! 


= 
ces 


5 SY 
ë NE i? 
IN 


-+ < 


Ds 


с 





HE TEARS THE 
BIRTH-SAC AWAY 
FROM HIS MOUTH.. 


IN THE DREAMS 
THE KLEXU SAID 


HED RESTRUCTURED < 


MY LUNGS... 


NN бор! 
T'S BEYOND 
BELIEF! 


INFRA- RED, 
ULTRA-VIOLET, 
RADIO WAVES, 
I CAN.SEE THEM 
ALL --AN 


UNDER THE 
BIRTH-SAC. SOME 
SORT OF THIN 
TRANSPARENT 
MEMBRANE 


HAS GROWN OVER 
ME--REPLACING 
NY HUMAN 
SKIN! 


å T-THEY'VE 
MUTATED ME.. 
PHYSICALLY AND 
SPIRITUALLY 
-- INTO 


STILL 
IF. ONLY HALF 
OF WHAT THE 
XLEXU SHOWED 


МЕ 15 
TRUE. 





„ТНЕМ TLL 
BE DAMNED IF THE 
SCIENTIST IN ME 
DOESN'T THINK 
IT MIGHT ACTUALLY 
BE WORTH 
177 


BEST TO 
TRY AND PUT 
IT OUT OF MY 

MINO IF 1 LET 

MYSELF THINK 

ABOUT IT ILL 
ONLY GO 


TLL BET DIMES 

TO DONUTS THEY 
USE SOME FORM OF 
PHOTOSYNTHESIS 
FOR PROPULSION. 


1 HOPE 
I CAN LOCATE 
FALCO ON THIS 
CRAZY SHIP.. 


„IT SEEMS 
TO BE ONE HUGE 
PLANT WITH А 
SELF-CONTAINED 
ATMOSPHERE! 


INITIATE! 
CAN you 
UNDERSTAND 
MY WORDS? 


YES. 
THE XLEXU 
TAUGHT ME MANY 
SUCH THINGS.» 


NOT YET TRAVELLED 
BEYOND THE SPEED 
OF LIGHT, РЕМЕ 


THEMSELVES 
WORTHY! 





| THIS 15 SOME STUPID 
INITIATION MEANT TO 
INTIMIDATE МЕ... 


Ys 


„МОТ UNLIKE THE RITE 
OF PASSAGE 1 HAD TO 
ENDURE THE FIRST TIME 
I CROSSED THE 
EQUATOR / 


NEPTUNES 
COURT WAS 
NEVER LIKE 


MY SURGEONS HANDIWORK DON'T TAUNT ME, 
EXCELLENT, NEVER CEASES TO AMAZE ROTWANG! Ти. 
EARTHMAN, ME! IN FACT I WAS JUST NEVER SERVE 
EXCELLENT, 5 ADMIRING THE JOB UNDER Å KILLER 
THEY DID ON YOUR LIKE YOu! 
FRIEND 
YOU 
MURDERED 


FOLLOWING 5 қ 

HIS CAPTAIN‘ ' WOULD THAT THE ONLY 

ORDERS EE А YE'D TAKE DEBT I ОЩЕ 
2 А LESSON YOU 16 ONE OF 

CREWMAN! <= 4 FROM HIN, УЕМСЕАМСЕ! 





THINK AGAIN-- THERE |S SOMETHING I 

SOMETHING I POSSESS SUSPECT YE DESIRE 

THAT YE ARE SADLY VERY MUCH! 
LACKING IN.» 


RECONSIDER, WE NEED 
EARTHMAN.. ДВ : ҮЕ FOR THAT 
ёс-л MARVELOUS 
DOUBLE BRAIN 
AND WHAT IT 
CAN TELL 
Us: 


OH YEAH? 
WHAT 
1 IT? 












THAT N 
SV 1$ YE SWEAR \ 


| MEASYOUR | 
| CAPTAIN FORTHE | 
I WILL DURATION ОЕ | 
ORDER THE N THIS VOYAGE! / 
XLEXU ТО SEW 
IT BACK UPON 
THEE ONLY 
ЈЕ УЕ FULFILL 


ONE 
CONDITION! 









YOU SEE? 
I'M NOT A HARD 








1 SHALL 
4 AWAIT YOUR 
| ANSWER INMY 
K QUARTERS.. 


IT 15 AS IF A CORKSCREW HAS 
BEEN TWISTED INTO HIS HEART... 
ISAAC CAN ONLY STAGGER. 
AWAY LIKE A MAN UNDER AN 
ANESTHETIC... 





2 J TO THE CHAMBER 
НЕ REACHES OUT FOR ~ c 3 RAVITY ROOT, AND 
THE ONLY OTHER 
EARTHMAN ABOARD 
THE YORRIKKE,., 


TO CONTROL | 


ІТ |6 HERE HE LEARNS THE 
TRUE MEANING OF GRIEF... 


LEAD HIM FURTHER AND | 
FURTHER INTO THE Ë 
DEEPEST CREVASSES 
OF THE SHIP... 


WAVES OF DESPAIR ROLL IN, FOR THE YORRIKKE IS APPROACHING 
SUBMERGING НМ UNDER А А FÅ A 5 2 THE WHALE PLANET. 
DEAD SEA OF DESOLATION., R А С =p 5 


„Амо THE 
SYMPHONY OF 
THE WHALES 15 

BECOMING 
INCREASINGLY 

CLEAR! 





DEEP IN THE BELLY OF 
THE WHALING VESSEL, 
YORRIKKE, WITH HIS 
SENSES ALTERED BY 


„Амр 
NOW Uu 
BEGINNING. 
WITNE: 
CHORUS THAT VIBRATES 
UP FROM BELOW.. 








«əкті. THEIR ECHOING CRIES E: BEFORE THE THUNDEROUS 
SUDDENLY DIMINISH.. STRAINS OF ABRAXAS! 
REALITY BY A VISIONARY - = — -т 


RETINUE OF THE WHALE 
CHORUS... 


EUM 


TOPSIDE,THE MASTER Е AYE/AYE/ 

OF THE YORRIKKE AYE! ‘twas ABRAXAS ABRAXAS IT WAS 
PASSIONATELV THAT BROUGHT ME THIS THAT МАРЕ А POOR 
ADDRESSES HIS DEAD STUMP I NOW Ў PEGGIN' LUBBER OF 
CREW.. STAND UPON. ME FOREVER AND 



















не BE A W NAY/PRINCE 


DEMON, OF DEMONS! 


AND THAT, МЕ 
HEARTIES, 15 WHO 
ЧЕМЕ SHIPPED WITH / 


WHAT 2 20 YE THINK МЕ 
МАР THAT ГУЕ STEERED 
YE ACROSS А GALAXY SO 
AS TO AVENGE MY OWN 
LITTLE GRUDGE ? 

























AYE! 




























EXCEPT 

NNATURA MADNESS | ALGO AFINE 
UNN L LI | 
RED HIDE МАРРЕМЕР! REPUTATION 
AND GREAT FOR MAKING 
HORNED MY CREWS 
HEAD ARE RICH, RICH 
THE NAKED 

PROOF! 

















А FOAMIN" 
LUNATIC WHO WILL 
CHASE THE RED WHALE 
TILL HE SPOUTS BLACK 
BLOOD ANP ROLLS 
FIN OUT! 






„OUR QUARRY ` 
16 NO MERE 
WHALE.. 
















REMEMBER-- 
А SINGLE 
VOYAGE WITH 
ROTWANG 16 WORTH 
ANY THREE OTHERS 
WHEN IT COMES 
TO PAYDAY! 








CAPTAIN.. 
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W-WE'RE WITH YE, THE XLEXU HAVE THEY SAY 
CAP'N... BUT JUST FIDDLED WITH THE HE CAN NOW 
HOW CAN WE FINO EARTHMAN'S BRAINS, SENSE THE 
ONE WHALE ON THIS MR. STAUB „ BEAST AND 
WHOLE BLEEDIN' LEAD US 
PLANET? TO HIM. 


ТАЕ 
QUESTION 
16: WILL 

HE? 


THAT'S RIGHT! 
NOW САМ YE NOT 
ANSNER THAT, MISTER 


FALCO 27 1-1 THINK 


НЕ WILL 
RESIST YOU, 
CAPTAIN, 


ON EARTH 
НЕ WAS A 
SCIENTIST. - 
А MAN ОЕ 
PRINCIPLES... 


V "a MEAT боор 50 DEE A TELL'M не САМ, 
RE VER DAMN MESSAGE TO RESTORE ВО 
PLES? PRINCIPLES WHEN YOUR FRIEND YER PRINCIPLES 
PRINCIPLES? NER SKINS BEEN Ё FOR МЕ, МЕ. IF HELL ONLY 
А PEELED OFF? : A FALCO. / FIND ME 
ABRAXAS! 


OR FOR THAT 
MATTER, WHEN 
YER HEAD LIES 
SEPARATED 
FROM NER. 
BODY? ЕН? 





UNTIL, LIKE А 

AND TIME -- ABRAXAS HAS BOLT FROM 
FOUND THE EARTHMAN / THE BLUE, THE 
m APPARITION 

= 15 GONE-- 
у DISPERSED 

BY AN 

UNEXPECTED 

ARRIVAL-- 


SIGNALS 
А REUNION 
«ОЕ SORTS, 


THOSE DAMN BUT LISTEN! 
XLEKU SURGEONS, | THEY LL RESTORE 
ISAAC- Жм US BOTH Е 

5 YOULL ONLY 
КАТЕ ii 

















DONT GIVE ME THAT 
СОРРАММ HIPPY _, 
"SAVE THE W WHALES” 


1 CAN'T РО 
THAT! ROTWANG 
HAS СОМЕ HERE 
TO HUNT AND 

KILL WHALES/ 


Le: 


THIS MAY 
SOUND CRAZY, 







FOR CHRISSAKES 






BUT SOMEHOW 
7 THIS 15 QUE LIVES 
RE WHALES YOU'RE TALKING 
-- THROUGH ABOUT У 





VISIONS! 


IM STILL YOUR 
COMMANDING OFFICER 
AND ТМ ORDERING 
YOU--CHOKE-- ТО. 


601 SEE! 
RED WHALES 
OR NO, WE VE 
STILL MANY 
AN EMPTY 
CASK TO FILL 
WITH OIL / 


OH GOD! 
PLEASE! 
PLEASE! 


TO THE 
BOATSY 


GET ME OUT OF 
THIS HELL/:508: 
I'VE BEEN KICKED 
AROUND LIKE A DAMN 
FOOTBALL -- 


16 THERE 
Å RED HORNED 
DEVIL AMONG 

THEM? 


МАУ, САРМ! 

I MAKE ABOUT 
| TEN BOWHEADS 

TO STARBOARD 


AND А FULL CUP 
OF GROG TO THE MEN 
WHO PROVIDE THE 
TRADITIONAL F/RST 
G/BLET FOR MY 
TABLE! 


YOU HEARD 
THE CAPTAIN! 
m READY WITH 
THOSE IRONS/ 





NOT 4 BRIGHT BUNCH 
BUT ENTHUSIASTIC! 
JUST THE TYPE OF MEN 
I NEED TO LOCK HORNS 
WITH THAT CRIMSON 
BEHEMOTH! 


50, EARTHMAN -- 
HAVE YE AT LAST 
DECIDED TO LEARN 
THE FINE ART OF 
WHALING? 


50 THEY DO! 

WILL YE BECOME 
OUR ACCOMPLICE IN 
THIS CRIME, THEN? 


AND IF L 
HELP YOU WILL 
YOU RETURN US 

TO EARTHS 


WITH EASE, 
EARTHMAN! 
AND IN LESS 
THAN А YEAR'S 
TIME --1F ALL 
GOES WELL! 


NOW IF 
ONLY THAT 
SKINLESS FOOL 
WILL COME 
AROUND... 


SOME 
CALL IT FIRST, I WANT 
MURDER, SOME STRAIGHT 


CAPTAIN, ANSWERS-- 


IF ISO 
ORDER IT, 
OF COURSE! 


NON I VE Å У 15 IT TRUE 


YE CAN 
РЕРСЕМЕ 
THE SONGS 
OF THE 
WHALES? 


QUESTION 
FOR YE... 


CAN THE XLEXU 
RESTORE FALCO AND 
I 45 WE NERE BEFORE 

YOU HAD US 

MUTILATED = 





AND ABRAXAS-- HELL'S BELLS! A-ALLRIGHT, 
HAVE YE SEEN ІТ 15 HE! ILL DO 
HIM, MAN? 


THEN I VOW 
IT! HELP МЕ NAIL 
THAT BLOODY MONSTROSITY 
AND I'LL PUT YE SHIP-SHAPE 
AND FERRY YE BOTH 
HOME TO BOOT! 


50... I SAW А 

VISION OF A 
GIGANTIC HORNED 
WHALE, WHO SINGS 
A SONGOF PAIN 
AND RAGE,,.DEATH 
AND DESTRUCTION. 


YE'LL BE NEEDED NOW 
ON THE FLENSING DECK, 
МЕ. 15ААС! ASK STAUB ТО 


SHOW YOU TO YOUR AND CONSIDER VE RSELF 
DUTIES! < 


INVITED TO FEAST ON THE 
GIBLET WITH ME AT MY 
MAIN MEAL, TOMORROW! 


THERE'S А 
ST MOUNTAIN OF 


WILL YE BE FLESH AND AN 
FOLLOWIN' MV OCEAN OF OIL 
ORDERS OR а TO BESTOWED, 

NOT? NOW MOVE! 


ONE FRAUGHT WITH 
HORROR UPON HORROR 
FOR JOHN ISAAC w 


ОШ 


— (2 





ay 
х 
ра 
cn, d A : 
Wach ) š л, 
172 % 7% 
Ki 


< 


^) 7: i 





HIS ACHING BODY AND TORTURED SPIRIT 
ALLOW HIM NO CHOICE BUT SLEEPS 


SPENT ON THAT GORE 
SPLASHED DECK. 


BUT AS THE YORRIKKE 
PASSES OVER INTO 
THE NIGHT SIDE OF 
THE WHALE PLAN 


RISE AND SHINE, KITTEN! 2 
I DON'T Arg" WHO YOU ARE ei Ринг: 
BUT THIS IS SPHINX'S NEST ¿HUH? 
| E І-ТМ SORRY--1 JUST 
PERSEN FELL HERE „1 COULON'T 


р = e $7 У E MAKE ANOTHER STEP! 


ULL HAVE TO 

ASK YOU TO LEAVE! 
T'VE JUST COME OFF 
А DOUBLE SHIFT IN 
THE HIGH BRANCHES 
AND I'M IN NO MOOD 
FOR FUN AND GAMES 
TONIGHT! 


FAMOUS EARTHMAN LIKE THE KNOWS I'VE SPENT 
THAT ROTWANG WENT LD FIEND THE NIGHT WITH MANY 
SO FAR OFF COURSE HAS PUT YOU STRANGER THAN YO! 
TO SHANGHAI / В THROUGH KITTEN 
В YOUR PACES 
TODAY! 


TLL BET YOURE THE Y IT LOOKS (Гон ALL RIGHT/AMMA 
о 


CUDDLE 
UP МОМА 
SWEET 
DREAMS! 


TIRED AS ISAAC 15, 
(7 


SLI A М 
TERRIBLY 


TIRED-AND 
CONFUSEP-- SO 
MUCH HAS HAPPENED. 





PROPELLED BY THE SOFT 
KISS OF THE SOLAR WIND, 
HELD ALOFT BY HER GREAT 
GRAVITY FURNACES, THE 
PAN-GALACTIC WHALING 
SHIP YORRIKKE SLIPS 
THROUGH THE DARKENING 
SKIES OF THE WHALE 


STRAIGHT INTO THE TEETH 


FRONT SHE SAI 


DIRECTED, AS IF BY 

UNSEEN HANDS, TO 

AN UNEXPECTED 
ENCOUNTER! 


SHE'S BEEN 
1 р BADLY MAULED 
RECOGNIZE ` d CAP'N ROTWANG! 
НЕР. SHE'S THE ` 
YMIR, UNDER 
THE FIRM HAND 
OF CAPTAIN 
DOLPHIN, OUT OF 
KALIGHOUL JUST 
TWO YEARS 
BEFORE 
us! 


HO, DOLPHIN ! YOU'LL NEVER 

MAKE LIGHT SPEED WITH THOSE 
SHREDDED SAILS! VERE WELCOME Lë 
TO COME WITH US, BUT HAVE 
NOTICE- -WE'RE IN PURSUIT 

OF UIS MAJESTY, 

ABRAXAS! 


NINE SHIPS 
ES HE'S FEASTED 
НЫ ON, THIS SEASON 


STILL YE 
HUNT HIM? 














I HAVE SWORN AN INVIOLABLE 
OATH THAT THE RED WHALE'S 
HORNS SHALL HANG FROM 

THESE YARDARMS, AND HANG 
THEY SHALL! 





HAVE YE Y 
ENCOUNTERED 
HIM? 








LOOK WELL, DOLPHIN! 
HERE IN NN HAND DO 
I HOLD HIS DEATH! 











WELL TAKE 
SLON DEATH 















AND HE LEFT 
ME HALF А SHIP 
AND HALF Å BODY 
TO FLOP ABOUT 
WITH! 


I GAVE 
HIM ALL МЕ 
WHALEBOATS 
AND TWO- SCORE 
зоо MEN... 


THEN YE BEST 
KEEP Å WEATHER 
EYE PEELED FOR 





HIM, ROTWANG 










IN THE VOID 
BEFORE YOULL 
SEE US FLY 
INTO THOSE 
TERRIBLE 
JAWS 
AGAIN! 





















.. 
TEMPE es | х 


IN BLOOD THIS n 
BARB AND I'LL Хү! 
TEMPER IT 
DOUBLY WHEN 
т викате HIS 
GREAT HELL NOT 
HEART! GIVE УЕ MORE 
THAN ONE 
СНАМСЕ -- 











50 МАУ 
АММА HAVE 
MERCY ON ALL 

YER SOULS... 


I FEAR THE 
HARPOON 
16 NOT YET 
FORGED THAT 
WILL BRING 
HIM DOWN.. 




















HELL AND DAMNATION! ` HE SURE CAN 

THE DEMON HAS SWALLOWED BE CRUEL, CAN'T 

DOLPHIN'S SPIRIT AS WELL MAKE YE NO HE, KITTEN? 
MISTAKE--ROTWANG'S Y e 


AS HIS LIMBS/ 

SPIRIT STILL ABIDES WITHIN, ЈИ 
ALBEIT SCREAMING FOR 
VENGEANCE! 


















THING TO WAKE 






WHAT'S HIS IT TAKES А SPECIAL ТҮРЕ 
PROBLEM ог MAN TO HELM А SHIP 
ANY WAY, AND CREW ACROSS THE 
SPHINX? GALAXY FOR A 
WHALE HUNT! 


PARDON 





















ME IF 1 
REMAIN 
UNMPRESSED, 
T BUT AFTER 
HAS ALL. WHAT НЕ 
THE NEEDED ORDERED 
QUALITIES-- DONE TO 
TO THE FALCO 
EXTREME! AND МЕ... 






DONT FEEL TOO SORRY 
FOR YOURSELF, KITTEN... MOST OF 
US HERE HAVE BEEN ALTERED BY THE 

XLEXU, ITS THE ONLY WAY TO MAKE US 
FIT FOR DUTY IN THE VOID! 

























TAKE ME FOR INSTANCE! 
MY KIND HAVE BEEN BRED 


I THINK THEY'VE 
CONNECTED MY 
















BY THE XLEXU JUST TO SERVE THE BRAIN'S TWO 
IN THE HIGH BRANCHES OF XLEKUG HEMISPHERES 
THE WHALERS WHERE THE SURGICAL INTO ONE UNIT! 
TWO-LEGGER 6 CANT GO! TALENTS ARE NOW IM ABLE TO 
REALLY THE REACH OUT AND 
BACKBONE TOUCH THE 
OF THE WHALES WITH 


MY THOUGHTS / 









„АМО OLD 
ROTWANG'S 
GOT BIG PLANS 
FOR YOU, 
I BET! 






BUT WHAT'S 
THIS I HEAR 
THEY'VE HEY, EARTHMAN! 
DONE То THE CAPTAIN WANTS 
your YOU IN HIS CABIN 
BRAIN? FOR DINNER / 





SURE, KITTEN. 
1 ALWAYS WAS А 

PUSHOVER FOR А 
GUY NHO NEEDED A 

LITTLE COMPANY... 










BAD FEELING 
ABOUT THIS 
ABRAKAS 
BUSINESS. 


DON'T WE 
ALLI THE CREW 
IG PETRIFIED! 


THEY DON'T 
KNOW IF THEY'RE 
FACING А WHALE 

OR SOME FIGMENT 
OF ROTWANGS RABID 
IMAGINATION! 


IT'S A WHALE 

ALL RIGHT! BUT 
SOME SORT OF 
MUTANT I THINK! 
THE SONG HE 
SINGS 16 PAIN- 
WRACKED -- 
TORMENTED! 


AND THE 
WEIRDEST 
PART OF ALL 
15 HE SEEMED 
TO RECOGN/ZE 
ME! 16 SUCH 
4 THING 
POSSIBLE? 


KITTEN... 
WITH THE XLEXU 
AND THEIR SPECIES 
MANIPULATION, 
YOU'VE GOT TO 
BE READY FOR 
ANYTHING! 


АУА6Т! 


СОМЕ SIT BY 
OUR GUEST 


ME, МЕ. ISAAC! YER 
ABOUT TO TASTE THE 
FINEST SUCCULENT 
IN SEVEN 
GALAXIES / 


BUT FIRST 
А TOAST ТО 
OUR. NEWEST 
CREWMAN/ 


FALCO! ARE 
YOU ÅLL RIGHT? 


YOU BET, ISAAC, 
NOW THAT YOU'VE 
DECIDED TO WORK 

FOR ROTWANG! 


YOU'LL SEE-- 
EVERYTHING 16 
GOING то BE OK! 


А RACE OF 
INSECTS ACTING 
AG AGENTS FOR 

EVOLUTION -- 
FASCINATING! 


WHAT- 
EVER YOU 
CALL (T 

IT WORKS! 

WILL YOU ВЕ 

COMING BACK 

UP TO THE 
NEST AFTER 
DINNER. 


y SPHINX-- 
YOU'RE А 

| GODSEND! 
THE XLEKU 

THEMSELVES 


COULDN'T 
KEEP ME 





EH, SHUT 
| VER BLOOPY HEY! 
SWEAR-HOLE! DON'T HIT 
\ ТАКЕ А HIM LIKE 
SLUG OF THIS, THAT: 
ЕАРТИМАМ -- IT'S 
GOOD FOR WHAT 
Aus үе! 


HERE'S THE GIBLET, 

AND DONE TO Å FINE 
TURN, LOOK SHARP, МЕ. 
ISAAC. THIS DELICACY IS 
ge IN MUCH DEMAND ON 

тив 16 COURSE, < CERTAIN PLANETS! 

AND FRESH FROM 
BLOOD! OUR FIRST 
3 киа! 


AND WE 


I DONT WANT TO 
HEAR NO MORE 
OF THAT INSOLENT 
LIP! DRINK IF NE 
VALUE THIS SKIN 
TIED ROUND YER 

NECK! HAR HAR! 


IN FACT, LEGEND HAS 
IT AS NO ORDINARY 
MORSEL, BUT THE 
VERY SOUL OF 

THE WHALE! 


WANT THAT 
WONDERFUL 
BRAIN GOING 
FULL BLAST 
505 IT'LL 
FIND US 
ABRAXAS! 


NOW. THESE XLEXU 
WITCH DOCTORS TELL ME 
THIS WILL WORK LIKE A 
CATALYST ON YER ALTERED 
BRAINS! SORT OF СМЕ ЕМА, 
LITTLE JOLT TO GET'EM GOIN 
IN GOOD SHAPE! 


THIS STUFF 
15 ACTING 
LIKE A 
DRUG 

ON МЕ... 





AS А SCIENTIST ГМ 
NOT UNFAMILIAR 
WITH THE EFFECTS 
OF CERTAIN MIND 
ALTERING DRUGS, 


REACTION 15 
TRIGGERED 
WHAT 
WITHIN HIM, DOES IT 
MEAN, 
JUST XLEXU? 
LIKE HE 
DONE AT THE 
INITIATION! 


WHERE 
15 IT 
GOING? 
ONLY THIS 
TIME, WHAT- 
EVER IT 15, 15 


BREAKIN 
FREE! 


то 
HIS AURA, 
ROTWANG... 
IT MAKES 
А MAN 
FEEL WEIRD 


IN HIS 
SOCKETS... 


mAND IT 15 
GOING TO FIND 


— ABRAXAS! 
а `w 





IT WILL LEAD THE NOTHING 6000. THEN L COMES BACK TO 
WHALE BACK HERE CAN STOP I'LL NOT HAVE YOU CAN'T WHAT YE AND 1 WERE SAYING 
TO you! 2 IT NOW! TO PUT UP WITH DO THIG--YOU ABOUT PRINCIPLES... HOW 
THIS [INSOLENCE PROMISED! SOME FOLKS HAS ‘EM 
Å ANY LONGER! d AND OTHERS DON 


HAVE | 
у à DONE WITH | 
SLAY THE 2 IT, STAUB, 
EARTHMAN! ры < 


THIS ONE 
MUST NOT DIE, 
ROTWANG/ 


KILL THE 
OTHER IF YOU 
WISH, BUT WE 
DEMAND THE 

LIFE OF 

ISAAC! 


DEMANDS ON 
MY SHIPS 


УЕ KNOW 

HIS AURA | HIS DEATH 
WILL RETURN WOULD REMOVE 
TO THAT | AN ESSENTIAL 
SKINLESS | INGREDIENT 
BODY AND | FROM A VERY 
CAUSE МЕ IMPORTANT 
NO END OF 3 EXPERIMENT! 
GRIEF! 


== р HE MUST 
GE “и > LIVE АТ 
| FM tHe N 
CAPTAIN 
HERE, AND 
I SAY HE 
DIES! 


ALL 
. COSTS/ 
K 


THEN 115 
MUTINY, AND 
YE'VE SEALED 

YER OWN 


WATCH IT! 
РЬЕА5Е- 
oowww! 





N'A T. 7 4 - 41 / 

GAME [5 UP, | у Л вэ. SURGEONS 

MY BROTHER! ) < HAVE SERVED 

DELIVER THE -N 7 | * ^ FAITHFULLY 

EARTHMAN | ` Р ON EVERY 

TO HI D WHALER 

DESTINATION! ХУ WW SKEWER SINCE THE 

EM, YE == FIRST ONE 


SS. 5 ^ BÉ scurvy SHIPPED 
1 MAGGOTS! OUT OF 
E 4 KALIGHOUL ! 
MY LIFE Е ` WAY 
16 FORFEIT AES Å > NOW THIS 


TO THE GREAT > 5 TREASON? 
EXPERIMENT! ё WHY? 


el Answer comes Ш 
" NOT IN WORDS. 


BROTHERHOOD OF THE XLEXU 
THAT HINTS AT THEIR TRUE 
MOTIVES.., 





AG THE XLEXU DIES, THE 
VISION FACES... BUT NOT 
SO ITS IMPACT! 


ARE THE 
WHALING 
SHIPS AND THEIR їе 
CAPTAINS MOVED ROTWANG'S 


ABOUT LIKE UNCONTROLLABLE 
LITTLE PIECES VENGEANCE ONLY 
ON А VAST PART OF SOME 
XLEXU d INSECTS 
GREATER. 
STRATEGY? 
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_ Vo FEAST 


ж 


THE CLOCK 
OF FATE BEGINS 
TO CHIME, WHALE-- 
BUT IT TOLLS 
VER FINAL 


50, MONSTER, 
IT SEEMS THE 
STRINGS OF THE 
XLEXU HAVE JERKED US 
BOTH LIKE PUPPETS 
TO THIS 
MOMENT! 
УЕ SENSE 
IT, TOO! 
THIS ENCOUNTER 
16 AS IMMUTABLY 
DECREED AG DAY 
MUST FOLLOW 


SIGNED ON 
FOR THIS! 





EVE! ITRACTING 
CIRCLES AROUND 
THE YORRIKKE 


WANDERING AURA 


ARE REUNITED. 


UNNGH I 
W-WHAT 
НАРРЕМЕР-- 


MEAN МУ 
AURA? I 
DONT SEEM 
TO HAVE ANY 

CONTROL 

OVER т... 


THE 

SELF CAN 
NEVER BE, 
"CONTROLLED, 


YET TO 
AWAKEN INTO 
IT WILL SERVE 
ALL CREATION 

WELL, 


USE YER 
HEADS -- YER 
ONLY HOPE 15 
TO BRING HIM 
DOWN... 


ELSE 
HELL HAVE 
US ALL FOR 
HIS SUPPER! 


HE'G 
RIGHT! 
МЕЧЕ МО 
CHOICE! 


BEYOND 
THE NEXT 
1 CLOUD 
B BANK... 


YOUR NEW SELF 15 
ALIVE AND WORKING 
FOR YOU, 
EARTHMAN-- 


Bi 
AWAKEN TO 
THIS 
MARVELOUS 
FACT! 


EVERY 
DREAM 16 


REAL, 
EARTHMAN,,, 





FROM THE LEAD WHALEBOAT, ROTWANG LETS LOOSE 
BARB AFTER BARB INTO THE HIDE OF HIS NEMESIS... 


FEEL THESE 


NAILS, ABRAXAS! 


FROM HELLS 
HEART I STAB 
AT THEE! 


IRONICALLY 
THE ONLY 
ONE LEFT 

| ABOARD THE 
VORRIKKE 
WHO 5 
UNAWARE 

OF THE 
DANGER 


THEY'RE 
TRY/NG, 
CAPTAIN! 


FOR HATES SAKE 
4 SPIT MY FINAL 
BREATH AT THEE! 


OF THE GREAT RED/ 


YORRIKKE, LIMB 
BY LIMB. 


MECHANICALLY 
FEEDING THE 
FURNACE AS 
IT HAS FOR 
MONTHS,,, 





UNABLE TO EVEN 
SENSE WHEN 15 
SURROUNDINGS ARE 
TRANSFORMED INTO 
АМ EXPLODING 
HELL. 


THE FURNACE 
HAS BLOWN! 


FIRE IN 
THE MAIN 
HOLOS! 


THE BELLOWING OF 
THE WHALE MIXES 
WITH THE SCREAMS 
OF DYING MEN. 


THE 
MONSTER 16 
700 8/6, 
CAPTAIN! OVR 
BARBS HAVE 
NO EFFECT! 


THE SHIP 
16 BURNING! 
THE BOILERS 
HAVE LET GO! 


BLISSFULLY 

UNCONSCIOUS 

OF ITS OWN 
DEATH! 





МО! TO HAVE COME 50 
FAR! TO HAVE RISKED 
SO MUCH! ONLY то 
SEE HIM BURN VET 
ANOTHER FINE SHIP 
OUT FROM UNDER 


WHAT 
BREAKS IN 
ME NOW? 

WHAT 


SINEW 
CRACKS? 


AS ROTWANGS EMOTIONS WRITHE LIKE Å 

SACK FULL OF SNAKES, РЕБРА STALKS ISAAC 2 HEY, 

THE BURNING DECKS OF THE YORRIKKE., YOU И 
HEREZ 


WERE 
GOIN’ DOWN! 


HERE! 
I'M HIS 
FRIEND, 
FALCO! 


GH 
NEEDS HELE Г ке. BRANCHES! 
GETTING 
OFF! 
A 
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THE SHIP-- 
GREAT AMMA, 
НЕ 5 SUNK 
THE SHIPS 


CAPTAIN -- 

WE'RE THE 

ONLY BOAT 
LEFT! 


SOMETHING'S 
ALIVE DOWN 


FOREHEAD THROUGH 
THE SKY, TRUMPETING 
HIS VICTORY.. 


26 xx 


< 


SAKE, 
HURRY! 


AAARG! 
HIS SONG-- 
40 POWERFUL 
IT FEELS LIKE 
МУ HEAU'S GOING 
ТО EXPLODE! 


UNWILLING 
AND 
SUFFERING 
AUDIENCE... 


MY SANITY 
WON'T STAND UP 
TO THIS FOR 

VERY LONG! 
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HE SEEMS TO 
BE LETTING UP, 
THANK GOD... 


NOW IF 

ONLY I 
COULD SEE 
SOMETHING: 


iPHEW: 
THIS MUST 
BE ONE OF HIS 
STOMACHS! 


ISAAC TURNS INWARD, SEARCHING 
THE SUBTLE REGIONS OF HIS 
CONSCIOUSNESS... 


THERE НЕ 
FINDS WHAT 
HE WEEDS! 


THAT'S THE 
TICKET! 
MAYBE IM 
GETTING THE 
FEEL OF THIS 
AURA THING.../ 


HE'S GOT 
HALF THE 
WHALING 
INDUSTRY 
DIGESTING 
IN HIS 
GASTRIC 
JUICES! 


BUT (Т DOESN'T 
TELL ME WHAT 
I'M DOING 
IN НЕВЕ..? 


THE 
XLEXU WAS 
SPEAKING 

IN RIDDLES 
LIKE 
USUAL 


SOMETHING 
ABOUT FINDING 


BUT IT'S 
MORE THAN 
JUST WHALERS-- 
I CAN MAKE OUT 
SOME HI-TECH 

ROCKETS 

DOWN THERE, 


мо 
LIGHT! 
NO! TAKE 
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LIGHT HURTS LOON! Y INSECTS PUT LOON 
LOON DOES NOT IN HERE TO FIND 
LIKE LIGHT! SELF, BUT LOON 
қ CANT FIND SELF 
IN BLINDING 
LIGHT! 


HEG, 
TALKIN 

T 

PECES... GIBBERISH! 
PIECES ON 

А GAME 


THE 
STRAINS BEEN 
TOO MUCH! 
THE CAPTAINS 
GONE 
AT WITZ 


I'M FIRST МАТЕ-- WE'VE GOT ТО SET OFF 
THAT PUTS ME IN THE REMAINING BOAT 
IN CHARGE! AND HOPE TO FIND 
ANOTHER WHALER -- 
PERHAPS THE KLEXU 
ON BOARD CAN HELP 
THE CAPTAIN... 


U-UNLESS 

MAYBE YOU 

ARE LOON'S 
SELF 2, 


WHATS THIS | 
УЕ ВЕ PERPETRATIN 
NOW, NEVERSWEAT? 
ANOTHER RUSE TO 
AVOID ALITTLE 
WORK? 


NOT 
THG DE, 
STAUB, 
IT'S MUTINY, 
PURE AND 
SIMPLE...WE'VE 
HAD ENOUGH! 





AND WE WANT 


NO MORE PÅRT 
OF ROTWANG! 


^ 


FELT THE 
CRUEL 
BASTARD 5 
LASH AS WELL 


BE COMIN’ 


WITA 
us? 


WHAT 
ABOUT 
FALCO? 


му 

PLACE 16 

WITH MY 

CAPTAIN-- 
AND MY DUTY 
15 TO WARN УЕ 
THAT WELL YET 

LIVE TO SEE 

VE ALL HANG 

FOR THIS! 


PUPPETS... 
PUPPETS... 


WELL, WE 
ARE LOW ON 
FOOO-- HE MIGHT 
COME IN 
HANDY ... 


BUGGER OFF 
NEVERSWEAT/ 
WERE WITH 
STAUB! 


NO ONE 15 
EATIN! FALCO 
WHILE JM 

AROUND! 


YER BLEACHED BONES 
WILL JOIN THE REST-- 
IN THIS MONUMENT 
TO ROTWANG'S QUEST! 


YERSELF 
IN WITH THE 
GIMP AND HIS 
FOOL! WE CARE 
NOT! 











کڪ 


4 
CALM DOWN, 

b WHALE „EASY, Ё 
BIG FELLA. 


WONDER 
THIS LOON я 
CHARACTER | 


LOON MUST 2 ЖА 7 ABRAXAS’ 
DO MAGICAL SONG 15 
DANCE! MAIBE: : 700 АШ] 
MAGIC ОАМС! AD TO ТАМЕ: 
CH * 2 BREAKING 


WILL QUIET - 
WHALE! : - = 3 / POINTS 
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ISAAC'S AUR 
FROM HIS BODY 45 IT НА 
TWICE BEFORE-- 


GOES WITH IT! 












THIS 16 








6000 LORD! 
THis 16 /7/ МЕ" 
4 MEANT BY 
4 AWAKENING 


























FROM THE VANTAGE POINT 
OF THE AWAKENED SELF, 
REALITY 15 QUITE DIFFERENT. 






I'M NOT 
FULLY 

FORMED 
VET. 
















BUT HERE 
I CAN SEE 
АВКАХА РАМ 
AS Å RIP IN 
THE HARMONIC 
BALANCE OF 
EXISTENCE! 












AND I THINK I 
CAN RELIEVE 
THAT РАМА, 







Zeg ~ 
ISAAC RELEASES 













TONGUES OF LIVING LEAST 
AURIC ENERGY TO AE 


LICK THE WOUND., 





МОТ FAR AWAY, THE SURVIVORS OF SHIPWRECK AND MUTINY 
SIFT THROUGH THE SCORCHED RUINS OF THE YORRIKKE,,. 


AHH, SHE WAS - 


А BEAUTIFUL 
SHIP--THE BEST 
INTHE WHOLE 
DAMN FLEET! 


BUT NOW THE 
RED WHALES 
HAD HIS МАУ 
WITH HER AND 
POOR CAPTAIN 
ROTWANG, 
TOO.. 


SHUT THAT GOB 

BEFORE I NAIL 

IT SHUT FOR 
УЕ, FALCO! 


I DON'T CARE 
IF HE HAS 
LOST HIS MARBLES, 
НЕ'5 STILL МЕ 
LORD AND MASTER 

AND I'LL SEE НЕ 
TAKES NO LIPS 


ГМ UNDER. 

SPHINX'S 
PROTECTION, 

STAUB! 


I HOPE IT'S А 
BIT OF FOOD 
УЕМЕ FOUND 
US, GIRL-- 


MY BELLY'S 
AG EMPTY AG 
NEVERSNEAT 5 

SENSE OF 

DUTY! 


SORRY, STAUB, 
IT'S NOTHING 
TO EAT., 


NY 


HERE IN 
MY HAND DO 
I HOLD HIS 


IT'S QUITE 
A JOLT ТО 
SEE YOUR SHIP 
SUNK OUT 
FROM UNDER 
YOU, EH, 
ROTWANG? 


AT LEAST YOU 
COULD TAKE IT 
LIKE А MANS 


AHHH, HER AND 
HER BLEEDIN' 
HEART! I THINK 
THE XLEXU TOOK 
HER LAST LITTER 
AWAY TOO SOON! 


STAUB! 
COME 
QUICK! 


FALCO AND 
ROTWANG! 


„А WAY 
OFF THIS 
PLANET! 


„BUT IT 
MIGHT JUST 





ISAAC НАБ RETURNED 
TO HIS PHYSICAL 
BODY, ONLY TO сім 


BUT NONE 


SORRY, SELF, OTHERS? 
BUT LOON HAS VOU MEAN 
LOOKED LONG THERE ARE 
AND HARD FOR MORE LIKE 
YOU--SO NOW YOu = 
LOON CANNOT 

LET SELF 

ESCAPE! 


LOON Y 
MUST BRING 
SELF TO 
SHOW 
OTHERS! 


ALL BROUGHT 
FROM EARTH ON 
WHALERS-- ALL 
DROPPED INTO 
ABRAXAS BY 

INSECTS TO 

FIND SELF/ 


THERE'S NO USE 
TRYING TO ARGUE 


COULD FIND 
YOU, SELF! 


UNTIL TODAY! 

LOON HAS FOUND 

SELF! LOON 15 

CLEVEREST OF 
ALL! 


WITH HIM. HE'S 
COMPLETELY OFF 
HIS ROCKER! 


MIGHT AS 

WELL JUSTLET 
HIM TAKE ME TO 

THESE OTHERS! 
MAYBE WE CAN ALL 
FIGURE OUT WHAT'S 

WRONG WITH 

ABRAXAS! 





THIS PART 
CAN GET A 
LITTLE 
HAIRY! 


IF. THINGS 

GET TOO 
DANGEROUS I 
CAN ALWAYS 
AWAKEN INTO 
THE SELF AGAIN, 


AND ENJOY 
VIEW, SELF! 
HEY, LOON DOESN'T 
LET JUST 
ANYONE RIDE 
IN HIS BOAT! 


LOON-- 
THIS OLD 
DERELICT 16 
PIERCING 
ABRAXAS IN 
А SCORE OF 
PLACES! 


LONG TIME... 
LONGER THAN 
ANY OF US CAN 

REMEMBER! 


TAKE Å 
LOOK, CAP'N., 
WOULDN'T THAT 
HERD HAVE KEPT 
US BUSY INTHE 
OLD DAYS? 


THEY SAY THE 


1 а») 


WHALES OF EARTH 


SWIM IN THE 


” 
Г / 1т8 ТЕЏЕ! І NEVER 
REALIZED HOW BEAUTIFUL 
AWHALE COULD BE UNTIL 
I SAW ONE IN FLIGHT.. 


ANOTHER 

SURE SIGNOF 

HIGH TECHNOLOGY-- 
CHEMICAL WASTE! 
SOMETHING WE'RE 
ALL TOO FAMILIAR 
WITH BACK ON 


THAT'S 
BECAUSE THE 
WHALING 
SHIPS ARE 
ONLY WOOD! 


THIS BABY 15 А 
PRODUCT OF HIGH 
TECHNOLOGY! IT'S 
CONSTRUCTED OF 

VERY DENSE METAL! 


UNGH! THIS 15 
АР PART! 

NOT HEALTHY 

TO HANG AROUND 
HERE! 


THERE MUST 
BE TONS OF iT 
LEAKING INTO 

ABRAXAS’ DIGESTIVE 
TRACT! THIS 15 WHAT 
HE'S SCREAMING 



















OH, RIDGE... CAN'T ALL WE'VE I'M GOING 
VOU PUT THAT GUN WE HEARD FROM THE SUN TO SECURE 
AWAY AND COME NEED YOU s, FEELS 50 боор THE CAMP- 
PLAY WITH US YOU! EXCUSES! AFTER BEING SIGHT! 
р TAKE OFE COOPED UP IN 
THAT OLD 
THAT STUFFY 
SPACE SUIT 








AND JOIN 


SOMEBODY 
US! 


HAS TO KEEP 
THESE FISH AWAY 

FROM THE SHIP! 
WHO KNOWS WHAT 
DAMAGE THEY 
MIGHT рог 














BUT IT'S 
JUST NOT 
COMPLETE 
WITHOUT 
THE THREE 








WELL--WHAT WHAT HAVE 
DO WE 207 WE GOT TO 
THEY 
SEEM 


HEY! CAN WE'VE BEEN 
YOU HELP SHIPWRECKED! 
US? 


DIDN'T YOUR 

PARENTAL TRIAD 
EVER EXPLAIN THE 
FACTS OF LIFE? 











a 


I THINK 
I GOT ONE 
OF THE 
LITTLE 
BUGGERS! 


HERE! BUT YOU 
NEED HELP! 


MONA-- BOZE-- 
CAN'T YOU 

PLEASE LEAVE 
ME ЕЕ? 


THESE BURNS MUST 
BE BANDAGED 
IMMEDIATELY! 
BUT I'VE NO 
HANDS то ОО 

IT WITH, 


80016... то 
THE 86415... 


WE'VE ONLY 
ONE GOOD PAIR 
OF HANDS LEFT 

AMONG US.. 


YOU ARE REALLY 
STARTING TO 
GET TOME! 


FORGET 
HIM, BOZE! 
NOW HE'S 
TURNING 
SOREHEAD! / 
Å 


HE'S so 

| UPTIGHT HE 

| DOESN'T EVEN 

KNOW HOW TO 
HAVE FUN 
ANYMORE! 


THAT'S /Т/ 
I'VE HAD 
Tf 


0-010 THE 
CAPTAIN 
MAKE IT? 





LEAVE? МО WAY ги GOING то 


BUT МЕ I DON'T 


SPEND MY VACATION 


JUST GOT BELIEVE ON Å DESERTED 


HERE! THIS! м PLANET WITH YOU TWO 
SEX MANIACS! 


you 
PROMISED 
TO TAKE US 
CAMPING! 


AND WITHIN ONE OF THE CAVERNOUS HOLDS OF THE SHIP 
THAT BLASTS AWAY FROM THE WHALE PLANET.., 


COME ОМ, YOU 
ROTTEN BASTARD-- 
STAUB WAS WOUNDED 
SAVING YOUR WORTH- 
LESS HIDE! NOW YOU'RE 
THE ONLY ONE WHO 
CAN HELP HIM I! 


wAND LET 
CAPTAIN 
ROTWANG > 
NAVIGATE ры. ig 
HIS OWN S SEET WHAT 
DESTINY! М 00 LOON TELL 
YOU, SELF? WE 
ARE ALMOST 
THERE! 


T-THE CAPTAIN'S 

GETTING AWAY 

SPHINX.. Y-YE VE 

бот то STOP 
HIM -- 


NOW 


OTHERS 


WILL KNOW 

THAT LOON 

HAS FOUND 
SELF! 


RIDGE, DID 
ANYONE EVER 
TELL YOU THAT 
YOU COULD BE 

EXTREMELY 
FRUSTRATING? 


AND I CAN ONLY 
CARE FOR SO 
MANY AT ONCE! 
NOW үм GOING 
TO TEND YOU 
AS BEST I 
САМ... 





OF COURSE, YW 
SELF -- AS SOON 
AS МЕ DOCK. 4 


у HEY, 
EVERYONE! 
COME HONOR 
LOON/ 


LOON 
HAS FOUND 
SELFIHERE 
НЕ 15! COME 


THERE ARE 
HORDES OF THEM 
LIVING IN HERE! EVERY ONE 
ALTERED BY THE 

XLEXU SURGEONS... 


HEY!LOON 
WINS PRIZE! 
LOON HAS 


LOON, CUBASE: 
LET ME EEEE LISTEN UP, 
EVERYBODY! THE 
WHALE 15 VERY 
SICK ! WE'VE GOT TO 
WORK TOGETHER 


BABY- - 
YOU WANT 
TO SLEEP 
WITH LOON? 
MAYBE LOON 
WILL INTRO- 
DUCE YOU 
TO SELF. 





ORIGINATES. ІТ 15 NOW 

SILENT BEFORE THE SCORES 

OF EARTHMEN WHO STAND 
CHANTING AROUND IT, 


FINALLY 
FOUND HIM, 
ABRAXAS. 


AND LIKE 

THE XLEXU 
TOLO US,WERE 
HERE TO GIVE SELF 


NO, LOON! 
YOU'VE GOT 
IT ALL 
WRONG! 


THE SELF THAT 
THE XLEXU WANT 
YOU TO FIND! 


{а 
1 


DON'T 
WANT ТО 
GO IN 
HERE! 


THE TRUE SELF 
15 Å STATE 
THAT EVERY ONE 
OF US CAN 
AWAKEN INTO! 
THATS WHAT THE 
XLEXU WANT/ 


SHHH, SELF! 

YOU ARE RUINING 
CEREMONY! THIS 
16 LOONS BIG PAY! 





AS HE IS IMMERSED IN THE N 
SAC OF NOXIOUS FLUID, E NE € 
ISAAC TRIES DESPERATELY Ñ 
TO DUPLICATE THE PROCESS SUDDENLY, AS IF OF 
OF AWAKENING, BUT... \ Й ITS OWN VOLITION, 
HIS AURA EXPLODES 
OUT OF HIM -- 


Å 
IM SD 


SUEFOCATE 
IN HERE Å 


IT SHRIEKS 
AND HOWLS 
THROUGH THE 
CENTRAL 
NERVOUS 
SYSTEMOF 
THE GREAT 

RED.. 









SPACE TIME IT REFORMS... 





HIS TRUE SELF! 








H 2^ X вАФЕЕР? 
М” ++ 
~ 
Р \ 
pi 
/ / 7 1-1 SEEM то BE 


FULLY FORMED ы 
NOW, YET SOMEHOW 2 
I STILL FEEL-- 

INCOMPLETE! 



















MEANWHILE, IN А 
SHIP BLASTING 




















< AND WE'RE 


AWAY FROM THE 
3 ~ NOT GOING 
WHALE PLANET, Ra р - m ANYWHERE WITH 


YOU EVER 












RIDGE, YOU 
АРЕ THE MEANEST, в 
STINGIEST PERSON ger Zone FOOD 
IN THE WHO, 
LE IN МЕ SOON 
ILL ВЕ AS 
HELPLESS AS 


STAUB AND 
FALCO... 


ГУЕ GOT TO 
CHANCE IT! 















AND MY BEST I LOST ” GOOD THING 




















CHANCE 16 THE DAMN TAKE 1 HAD МУ 

THE DIRECT THING! THIS ESCAPE ROUTE 

APPROACH! YOU LITTLE ALL PLANNED! 
BUGGER! 





















LOOK WHAT 
YOU'VE DONE! 
YOUVE WRECKED 
ТИЕ OVEN! 













THE NERVE 
OF THAT 
VERMIN! 













Ie NOT MENGEI BUT THIS PROBLEM 
ТО HAVE HAD A CLEAR ST 
SHOT IF YOU TWO AN 
WEREN'T HANGING 
OVER МЕ! 


I'VE CURSED 








/ MYSELF FOR 

4/ AFOOLANDA 

BUT DON'T YOU WORRY-- HALE SINCE I 

UVE GOT JUST THE THING SIGNED ON WITH 
I NEED TO TAKE CARE OF MAD CAPTAIN 
THIS LITTLE RAT PROBLEM! ROTWANG ! 











































BUT IF SUCH Å 
THINGS POSSIBLE, 
STAUBS THE BIGGER 
FOOL УЕТ!НЕ GOT 
SOME REWARD 
FOR SAVING OLD 
ROTWANG'S SKIN! 


SORRY, BUT THE BIG 
GALOOT 15 GETTING 
BETTER WITH THAT 
WEAPON OF HIS, 






HOW ARE 
YOU HOLDING 
UP? 

















OH, VM ALMOST 










USED TO BEING 
HELPLESS, BUT 
SINKING ТМ SCARED, TERRIFIED OF WHEN 
FAST. SPHINX. SCARED THE HUNGER FINALLY 
NO FOOD THAT WELL GETS THE BEST OF 
AGAIN? NEVER GET ОБЕ Ж YOU AND YOU HAVE ТО 
THIS SHIP... EAT,,, SOMETHING! 








ГМ FREE 
OF THAT 
BED OF 
PAIN! 


60 THATS IT! STAUB, 
УЕМЕ FINALLY STEPPED 
OFF THE DEEP END! 
IT'S NOT 50 BAD, IN 
FACT IT'S KIND OF 

NICE! 


IVE HEARD W wait А SECOND-- 
THAT LINE STAUB‘S STOPPED 
BREATHING! 













175 LIKE WHAT 
НАРРЕМЕО TO THE 
EARTAMAN-- BUT HOW 
DID НЕ STAY ALIVE? 


STAUB IS STARTLED TO FIND THAT BEYOND THE PALE ONE ONLY 


ұ ТІ m 
HAS TO TURN ONE'S ATTENTION TOWARD Å THING. AND ONE 15 
1 COULD D e THERE 
NEVER EARTHMAN? E 
EAT YOU, 16 THAT 
KITTEN, YOU YE? 















THAT'S RIGHT, 


EE STAUB. DON'T 


MUCH, BUT 





: TELL ME THE 

ToU ee АШ р XLEXU HAVE 
ВОт! ( ' си OPERATED 
! ON YOUR 


BRAIN, 
тоог 

































LISTEN, YOU'RE DEAD? 
SOMEDAY, SOME кос. YET YOU'RE 
WAY, ТМ GOING TO 1 DIED IN LIKE МЕ! 
GET ANOTHER BODY THE LINE OF BUT НОМ? 


UNDER ME, AND I'M DUTY, HELPING UNLESS»: 
GOING то REPAY ROTWANG OUT 
EVERY KINONESS OF A ЈАМА 

GODDAMN YOU'VE SHOWN 

WONDERFUL! TO МЕ! 








ү WHATEVER THE 
XLEXU DID TO 
MY BRAIN HAS 
GIVEN МЕ THE 
ABILITY TO ENTER 
MY SOUL-STATE 
WHILE MY BODY 
STILL LIVES! 





THE AURA, 
THE SELF, 


















THE SOUL... BUT WHY? WHAT DO 
THEY'RE ALL THEY WANT ME TO 
ONE AND THE ACCOMPLISH? 


SAME THING! 





RETREAT FROM 
REALITY... 


HAS IT AS 
No ORDINARY 
MORSEL, BUT 
THE VERY SOUL 

OF THE 
WHALE... 


COMPLETES. 
THE PROCESS! | 


RIGHT, 

ME BUCKO! 
LOOKS LIKE YOU 
FOLKS HOPPED 
ARIDE ОМ THE 

SAME TUB 


HOPE YER 
PARTY MET 
EASIER FATES 
THAN MY POOR 
LADS... 


80, YER 
Gu BLADE 
IRIT STILL 
в! Zen SLITHERS 
OF EACH MAN WITHIN? 
LOST--1 WILL YET 
TAKE THE RED WHALE 
FOR EVERY BARREL 
OF OIL I CAN 
SQUEEZE FROM 
HIS BLOODV 
CARCASS! 
ROTWANG 
ENDURES/ 


HOLD, YE BONE 
LEGGED IDIOT! 


2 ARRGH! < 
WHO--? 0 


6000 MEN ALL, 
ROTWANG! JUST 
LIKE THE SCORES 
OF OTHERS WHO 
МЕМТ DOWN 
CHASING YER 
MAD DREAM! 


BUT IT 
BECAME Å 
NIGHTMARE, 
DIDN'T 1721 
SEEN VE! TUE 
WHALE WON 
OUT AND VER 
MIND SNAPPED 
LIKE Å BROKEN 
HARPOON 


HE BEAT 
YE, ROTWANG! 


THEN WE MUST 
SEE IF WHI 
CAN ОО WHAT 
WHAT WHALE 
COULD 


BUT FIRST 
A BIT OF 
SUSTENANCE.. 





IT WOULD SEEM OF COURSE 
FATE SPEAKS MORE ILL HELP YE 
ELOQUENTLY THAN yk 

EVEN УЕ, ЕН, 

NEVERSWEATS 


COULDN'T 
ALLOW 
YER LAST 
MOMENTS 
TO BE 
ANYTHING 
EXCEPT 













— 
WHILE EAR 
BEYOND 
THE GROSS 
MATERIAL 
PLANE.. 





PART OF ABRAXAS 15 
TRAPPED INSIDE THIS 


PAIN CELL... = 


STAUB, THE ANSWER = à 
HERE, | CANFEEL IT! L вдрЕЕРТ 















WILL YOU 
HELP ME 
OPEN IT? 





THROUGH THIS THING 
HAS BEEN THE SONGS 
OF THE WHALES, 








THE ONE COMMON es SOMETHING TELLS МЕ 
THREAD RUNNING IF WE CAN FOCUS 





BAREEM! 
BAREEM! 


ON HIS SONG, ABRAXAS 
WILL DO THE REST! 











STAUB FINDS THAT THE SONG AS THE THREE MYSTICAL VOICES 
COMES EASILY TO THE PHANTOM SYNCHRONIZE, SOMETHING ELSE, АМР THE SOUL OFABRAXAS I5 FREED! 
LIPS OF HIS SOUL... SOMETHING MAGNIFICENT, 15 BORN... 


THERE 15 NOTHING THAT CAN STAND UP TO THE CACOPHONY 


THAT SWEEPS ALONG THE LENGTH АМО BREADTH OF HIS В 


10-6У6ТЕМ... 


THE TIME HAS 

COME FOR Å 

MUCH-NEEDED 
PURGE... 
















WHILE JUST BEYOND 
THE ORBIT OF THE 
WHALE PLANET.. 








OH, RIDGE! YOU'VE 
А FINALLY TAKEN OFF 
YOUR SUIT! 


1 BET YOU WANT YUUUUCK! 
ТО! GET БАСК > you SAID youd 
IN OTTEN RID 
2 EEEAGH! 
GRACES DONT / Å MOTHER OF THEM! 
























DAMN! WERE 50 
CLOSE TO THE FLEET 
RENDEZVOUS POINT 
I CAN SMELL 11! 












ml SEE 

NO LIMBS, 
NO FOLIAGE, 
NO GRAVITY 
FURNACE,, 























IM JUST 


ILL HAVE TO ЖЕ THOSE · ном 
TAKE COMMAND AM I 
OF THIS CAN у ° TO SAIL 
BEFORE WE GET SL окт 4 SUCH Å 
FAR AWAY... Tid f - D CRAFTZ 



























TAKE OVER THE SHIPS ' WHAT'S 
YOU'VE SEEN THEIR 20 
SIZE! 175 IMPOSSIBLE, FUNNY? 4 Е 
е ~ E. < : 
с = ГА“, ae А 
REVENGE, uy n 
ROTWANG, ' , ж” ANE 
تڪ‎ У ~ \ 
~ 


YOU SEE I 

HAVE Å PLAN THAT 
COULD NOT ONLY GET 
YOU BACK TO YOUR FLEET 
BUT ALSO PUT ENOUGH 
FIREPOWER IN YOUR 
HANDS TO TAKE CARE 
OF YOUR FRIEND 
ABRAXAS! 










THIS |6 OUR LAST 
CHANCE TO MEET UP 
WITH THE FLEET! IF 
WE DON'T MOVE NOW 

WE'RE DOOMED. 


A MAN'S SOUL 
CAN ONLY CARRY 
THE WEIGHT OF 
50 MANY SUCH 
CRUEL ACTS 


OUT WITH IT! 
OR ILL BLIND 
УЕ SURE AS 
YER BORN/ 









S-STAUBT 
BUT VER STONE 
COLD DEAD, MAN! 
I CHECKED 
YER CORPSE 
MYSELF? 


IT FROM ME! 
MAIM МЕ, 
KILL ME, 
60 AHEAD! AT LEAST 
1 DON'T TLL DIE 
CARE WITH THE 
ANYMORE! SATISFACTION 
OF TAKING | 
YOU WITH 
ME! 





ON MY MOTHER'S GRAVE, 
FALCO--ILL GUARANTEE YE 
Å FINE NEW BODY Е YER 
PLAN REALLY WORKS! 45 
SOON 45 WE REACH THE 
FLEET, I'LL ORDER THE 
XLEXU ТО FIX УЕ UP! 


AND IF THERES A DEBT 
OWED HERE, IT'S THE 
ONE I OWE TO You! 


THE 
EYE ОЕ 
TRUTH П 16, 
ROTWANG, YOU'VE 


DAMN УЕ, 
SPHINX, 
AND VER 
INFERNAL 

MEDOLING/ 


ГО LOVE TO BELIEVE 
YOU, ROTWANG, BUT 
FROM WHAT I'VE 
SEEN OF YOU 
PRINCIPLES... 1 


AND DAMN 
VE, FALCO, 
AND ALL VER 
IDIOTIC 
PRINCIPLES! 


KITTEN, YOU SHOULD KNOW — AND ONCE 
THERE IS А WAV TO BIND HE 16 50 
А CAPTAIN TO HIS WORD- f MARKED, ALL 
116 CALLED THE EYE WILL KNOW HE 
OF TRUTH! OWES Å DEBT 
TO ONE OF 
us! 


SPHINX, IF 
ANYOF US 
DESERVES TO 
SURVIVE THIS, 

IT'S YOU! 


THE PLAN, 
FALCO-- AND 
IT BETTER 
WORK! 








MEANWHILE, THE 

SOULS OF MAN AND 

WHALE SURVEY THEIR 
HANDIWORK „, 


FIGURED OUT, 
тоо... 


LOOK! MY PHYSICAL “И 
BODY SURVIVED | 
THE PURGE /МТАСТ-- 
PROTECTED BY THE 
СВЕТ ITSELF! 


BUT LOON 
AND THE 
OTHERS--| 
NEVER REALIZED 
THAT THEY WOULD 
ALL HAVE ТО 

DIE! 


ÅND ONE FINAL 
TRANSFORMÅTION! у 


YOU'RE MAKING 
THAT UP! YOU 
JUST CLEANED 
THE PORTHOLES 
THIS MORNING 7 


/ JUST DONT 
WANT TO 
BE WITH 

че! 


ТУЕ СОТ ТО 
GO OUTSIDE-- 
THE PORTHOLES 
NEED CLEANING! 


WHATEVER 


Й GAVE YOU 


THAT IDEA? 





I TOLD THE BUT NO! I END 
DATING SERVICE UP WITH THOSE 
I WANTED : Two! 
SOME PEACE = ç 
AND QUIET... 


HAR НАВ/, 
HE'S PUMPIN 

LIKE Å 
RUPTURED 

WHALE! 


BURST HIS 
HEART FOR 
SURE! 


I KNOW THESE 
STARS LIKE THE 
BACK OF ME OWN 
HAND! THIS 15 
THE DIRECTION 
WE WANT/ 


RIDGE MEANY 
LIKE US? Jee, ANYMORE ! 
——\ 


I GOTTA’ 
LAY OFF THAT 
SPICY STUFF! 


50 FAR, 
YER PLAN'S BEEN 
ASOUND ONE, 


ih MISTER FALCO! 


WELCOME TO 

THE AGE OF 
TECHNOLOGY-- 
JUST PUSH THAT 
RED BUTTON FOR 
FORWARD THRUST! 


BUT HOW 
WILL THIS 
CORPSE GET 
US BACK TO 
THE FLEET? 





| SWAP 
STORIES ABOUT THE BIG 
ONE THAT GOT AWAY, 


WE'LL DAMN WELL 

HAVE TO SEE THE 

PROOF BEFORE 

WE SAIL INTO THOSE 
JAWS AGAIN, 


WE WANT AN END TO 
ТНАТ RED-HORNED 
MENACE AS WELL 45 


ve ROTWANG, BUT-- 


1 DOUBT 
THAT, 
BROTHERS, 3 


HEED ME, 
BROTHERS! 
I HAVE SUFFERED Ü 
SKIPWRECK, MUTINY, 
ÅND DEPRIVATIONS || 
OF EVERY KIND ff 
IN FINDING MY WAY 
BACK HERE 
TO YEW, 


AND 
IN 50 DOING 
I HAVE SECURED 
THE WEAPON THAT 
WILL END ABRAXAS’ 
DIABOLIC 
REIGN! 


POWER THAT 
PROVIDENCE 
HAS PLACED 
IN THE HANDS 
OF ROTWANG! 


GUNNERS-- 
WE'VE Å FINE 
TARGET OF 
OPPORTUNITY 
BEFORE US., 





Read more FREE comics on КеадСоти ее! 


GREAT AMMA! ROTWANG 15 RIGHT! 
IT BURNED Å ІТ iS OUR SACRED 
HOLE IN THE DUTY ТО USE THIS 
GIANT THAT 1 COULD [Å MARVEL АМО SLAY 
SAIL ME SHIP “ ABRAXAS! 
THROUGH! 


DO YE HEAR 
THAT, XLEXU? I NEED 4 
Å FIX ОМ ТИЕ BEAST-- 
AND 1 NEED IT NOW/ 


УЕ INSECTS 
HAVE PLAYED US / М 


DEATH HOLDS 
FOR FOOLS LONG NO TERROR FOR 


THE ХІ.ЕХІ),, ВОТ 
SHALL BE AS 


NOW HOOK UP YOU WISH! 


FALCO'S BRAINS 
LIKE УЕ DID ISAAC'S 
OR I'LL HAVE EVERY 

ONE OF YE 
KEELHAULED/ 


YOU 
BASTARD, 
ROTWANG! 


:AAAK THIS 
WASN'T PART OF 
THE DEAL! 


BLAST YE, К “А TAKE HEED, ISAAC:-WHAT 
SPHINX-- қ d ROTWANG!FALCO НАРРЕМЕО 
THIS 15 NONE HAS ENTERED TO уби? 
А OF VER THE VISIONARY 
BUSINESS! _ ? b а | Yy- YOU'VE 
n > : 2 CHANGED-- TURNED 
INTO SOME SORT 
OF. MONSTER! 


ISAACZ 
"ISAAC? 



















NO, VEDAMN * 
TERMITE/1DON'T Y 
WANT THÉ OTHER 

EARTHMAN! I WANT 
THE WHALE! 






WAIT! I SEE 
HIM! 1 SEE 
ABRAXAS! 

































HE'S FLOATING 
PEACEFULLY.. 
HE MIGHT BE 
SLEEPING.. Å 


m. Å 






THERES Å LARGE 
HERD WITH HIM -- 
THEY'RE OVER Å MASSIVE 
VALLEY, GLISTENING 







WITH DIAMOND Su, di" 
FECE JR Ne 
А HOLD IT, ay THE EVE 
vue | ; 
DIAMOND ROTWANG! OF TRUTH 
YOU ANDI TO GET ME 
WHAT SAY STILL HAVE A А BODY. 
VE, MEN Z Di 


SHALL WE STALK 
AND SLAY THIS 
UNHOLY BEAST, 
AND PERHAPS 
FILL A FEW 
EMPTY CASKS 
IN THE 
PROCESS? 


----Ү 
WHY ОЕ COURSE, 


MISTER FALCO! 
























WOULD ROTWANG 
LET IT BE KNOWN 
AMONG HIS PEERS 
THAT HE LACKS 
PRINCIPLES * 











YE SHALL 
HAVE YER 
BODY, IN FACT 

I HAVE ONE № 
ALL LINED 
UP FOR 
УЕ! 


BEYOND THOUGHT, 
BEYOND EMOTION, 
MAN АКО WHALE 





XLEXU-- 
GIVE THE 
MAN WHAT 
HE WANTS! 













THE AION 15 THE DEVOURER 
OF AWARENESS WHO STRIPS 
ALL MEMORY FROM SOULS 
BEFORE SENDING THEM 
BACK TO РЕН ANOTHER. 

LIFE ,„ 














IT 15 THE FATE 
| OF ALL WHO DIE 
IN AN IMPERFECT 
Й STATE TO FACE 
THE AION... 


60 TELL ME, 
MISTER LOON, 
IF YOU EARTHMEN 
DONT HAVE DEEP 
SPACE TRAVEL, HOW 

DID SO MANY OF 
YOU END UP DYING 
ON THE WHALE 
PLANET 2 




























? 


m. / 22 
ды Dy 
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«А = LONG STORY 
RIDGE... AND LOOKS 
LIKE LOON WILL NOT 
HAVE TIME TO 





Р 









УД 20 17 HAS BEEN SINCE 
TIME BEGAN.. SO IT 
ENDS TODAY! 





HEY, LOOK ? 


АТ WHAT'S HEADING 
THIS WAY! THE ДОМ 

SEEMS TO HAVE 
NO EFFECT 
ON HIM! 










WAIT A 
SECOND/LOON 
IS GETTING WEIRD 
VIBRATIONS! 
LOON KNOWS WHO 
THAT 16/ 


FOR ISAAC AND 
ABRAXAS NOW 
EXERT TOTAL | 
INFLUENCE ON | 
ANY SOULS | 


NEW RACE OF BEINGS 
15 BORN.. 


АН INFLUENCE THAT 
CAN OVERCOME 
EVEN THE HUNGER 
OF THE ДОМ! 
EE 


JUST GAVE 
THE RED DEVIL 
FOR ME! 





HAIL, WHAT MAD YEAST 
ABRAXAS! YE HAVE BREWED 
IN ROTWANG'S BRAIN! 
ОН, THE MALIGNANT 
AGENCIES YE HAVE 
LEFT EATING UP 
ME INNARDS! 


THOUGHT ME LONG 


NO DOUBT YE y 
AGO CRUSHED.. 


I HAVE 
RETURNED FOR 
MY POUND OF 
FLESH! 
— 7 


AND ILL YET 
FEAST UPON YER 
GIBLET! 


И BY AMMA--LOOK 
AT HIM! HE 
RECOGNIZES ME! 


Р HE'S MAKING 
HIS CHARGE! 
GUNNERS-- 





р THESE 
ҮЕ HAVE CRACKED WHALES ÅRE 


MY SINEWS AND « А 
САКЕР MY BRAIN, NOT NORMAL! 
LEFT ME SCREAMING Eë wer mod 
o #2 VIBRATIONS 


E VENGEANCE THROUGH 
FOAM-GLUED а k 46 WEAPONS! ARE RUPTURING 
THE GRAVITY 
Ё FURNACES! THE 
WHOLE FLEET 
BUT IT 15 ABLAZE! 
7 мас WOPTH IT | > AANEE! 
ALL JUST TO SEE yE e 
BROKEN AND BLEEDING 
ON DIAMOND 
FLOORS... 


FOR AMMA'S 
SAKE, ROTWANG-- 
"ARE VE BLIND 
О WHAT'S HAPPENING 
ALL AROUND / Au 56 BONN 


IN PERDITION'S | 

FLAMES! ROTWANGS 
VICTORY 16 
COMPLETE! 


YOU HAVEN'T 
WON YET, YOU 
MINDLESS AND 
ANIMAL - I'M GOING 
ТО TEAR YOU 
LIMB FROM LIMB 


SHE WAG 
THE MOST 
Ei 
1 Vi 
РОР У сем 
Se SLOW, FALCO! 
Gem STILL GROGGY 
FROM THE XLEXU 
ANESTHETIC! 


AND 
NOT EVEN 
А MATCH FOR 
A ONE EYED 
PEGLEG! 


УЕ РАВЕ 
CHALLENGE MY 
TRIUMPH, MR. 

FALCO? 


COULD 
THERE BE SOME 
COMPLAINT WITH 
THE ACCOMODATIONS 
I'VE FOUND YEZ 








BUT WHAT 
15 ONE MORE 
MINOR CONQUEST 
TO THE SLAVER 
OF ABRAXAS! 


STILL LIVE, 
THEN IT 16 
ONLY 
FITTING.» 








^ UNNGH! 
YOU FORGET, 
ROTWANG... 


1 САМ 
STILL 


m THAT 
ROTWANGS 
OWN HARPOON 
SEVERS THE 

FINAL 
CORDS! 





CAN IT BE THAT 
EVEN WITH SUCH 
A TERRIBLE 
WOUND THE 
MONSTER SHOULD 
CLING ТО LIFE? 





THE SHIP 15 
GOING DOWN-- 
MAYHAP ROTWANG 
WILL YET FEEL 
ABRAXAS’ DEAD 


e 2182 AGAINST 








SHUDDERSÅND | 
MOANS! 





I'M AFRAID 
I'M GOING TO 
HAVE TO DENY 
YOU THAT 
SATISFACTION, 
ROTWANG,,, 


YOU SEE, ABRAXAS 
AND I HAVE BECOME 
RATHER... CLOSE! 





FALCO WAS RIGHT! "SING, ABRAXAS! | 
THE BEAST STULL GIVE ROTWANG 
“AW 





THE PLEASURE 
OF YER DEATH 
SONG! 














HOW BE IT УЕ IT'S THE KLEXU'S your ATTACK Î 1 DON'T KNOW WHAT a 
COME SCRAMBLIN' DOING, THEY HELPED FORCED THAT VERE BLATHERING 
OUT OF ABRAXAS‘ THE WHALE ANC T ENTITY INTO ABOUT, BUT... IF KILLIN’ 
OW- MERGE INTOA A | THIS BODY.. ^ < УЕ WILL 
SYMBIOTIC FINISH THE 
ENTITY! JOB THEN 
\ TM ALL 

FOR IT! 


STAND 

STILL, 

BLAST 
УЕ! 


I HAVE TO 
ADMIRE YOUR 
RESOURCEFULNESS 
THOUGH-- THAT LASER 
ИЦ CANNON CAME VERY 
CLOSE TO KILLING 
us... 





FORTUNATELY, 
MEDICAL HELP 
HAS ARRIVED 

IN TIME! 


Ж 


ONLY 
SURVIVORS 
OF Your 
FLEET, 
IT'S A NASTY WANG, 
WOUND AND BELIEVE сотне 
ME; IT HURTS А LOT-- 
BUT | BET IT WAS PART 
OF THE XLEXU'S 
PLANS! 





I'M NOT SURE 1 | EVENTS IN WHICH WHAT AMAZES 
РЫМ? MYSELF, ALL I THE WHALING FLEET ME 19 HOW THE 
wine KNOW 16 THAT PLAYED A PIVOTAL XLEXU COULD 
nar ABRAXAS АМО | kb ROLE.. ALMOST COUNT 
ї I ARE THE > ON ТАЕ 
f CULMINATION SOMEONE MURDEROUS 
OF A LONG HAD TO KEEP WAY YOU 
SERIES OF TRANSPORTING | | exercizeo 
EVENTS. EARTHMEN TO YOUR FREE 
ABRAXAS UNTIL 
ONE OF US 
SUCCEEDED IN 
THE MERGER, 
VISION. 
MEANTP 
















REPENT? ВАН! 
I HAVE THE 





IT WILL. 
Vite 















POWER TO THÅN THE I'VE FOUND ITS Å 
WOUND УЕ XLEXU САМ THERE 19 MUCH MAN'S SOUL 
м ПАДА MORE ТО А MAN THAT FINALLY 
| 1 


THAN MERE 
BACK ON 


DEFINES WHAT 
НЕ 15! 


WHAT 
00 YOU 
THINK OF THE 
REAL YOU, 
ROTWANG? 


























EXCEPT 
THE SKINIS 
MEANINGLESS 
TO ME 





YOUR UNENDING 
CRUELTY HAS LEFT 
YOU TARNISHED 

AND SOILED... 


PES 


THE ONLY 
WAY TO SCRUB 
CLEAN 16 ТО 
SURRENDER 
YOURSELF 
TO THAT! 






BUT DON'T 
WORRY, ZOTWANG, 
THE AION LOVES 

ALL SOULS 
EQUALLY... 








d 






















AS ROTWANG'S FINAL SCREAMS ECHO AND FADE 
DOWN THE ENDLESS CORRIDORS OF ETERNITY, 
ABRAXAS ONCE AGAIN TAKES TO THE SKY... 












WHERE HE MEETS 
SOME OLD FRIENDS 


IN SOME NEW 
























YOU FOLKS 
ENJOY 
YOURSELVES! 















но ISAAC У 
те ME--STAUB! 
GE I VE BEEN ТО THE AION 
AND SAVED А FEW FROM 
SHARING ROTWANG'S 

FATE--JUST LIKE 
УЕ SAVED 









ОН, YOU MEAN THAT 
BIG GUY? HE'S RIGHT 






FINBACK/ 





OVER THERE IN THAT 

















че! - 









Hl ,KITTEN-- MY BOY, YOU'VE 
LOOKS LIKE YOURE MADE THE 
THE BIG HERO! DISCOVERY OF 









OUR ADVENTURE 

SN'T OVER YET! 
IN FACT, ITS ONLY 
STARTING! 


THE AGE! 


( 
FALCO! \ 
SPHINX! | 
(6 IT GOOD | 
TO SEE 
YoU TWO! 






































SORRY, KITTEN, 
BUT I THINK 
FALCO NEEDS 
Å REST! 


HE AND I 4 


ARE GOING 
TO SETTLE 
DONN HERE 
NITH THE 
WHALES-- 
AND WHO 
KNOWNS.? 























IM MONA 
AND THIS 15 
MY FRIEND 
BOZE, 









| 


WE WERE 
ABANPONED! 











YOO HOO! 
ЕІРСЕ:- 
те 0$// 


QUICK, 
ONA! GRAB 
A WHALE! 


= 



















LEFT US TO 
DIE IN 
OUTER SPACE! 







DON'T RUN 
AWAY NOW! 
WE WANT 

TO PLAY! 













0004 
SANUTTI 











ISAAC IS SOARING ON XLEXU WINGS... 


XLEXU--CAN YOU Y — 
EKPLAIN ALL Tue 
TO МЕ? 50 MUCH 
HAS HAPPENED... 






=== 
YOU WILL SEE 
45 WE PASS 
THROUGH THE 
PORTAL! 


THEY CARRIED 
WITH THEM THE 

SEED OF THE 
| XLEXU... 


ТИЕ SEED 






IF YOU REACH BACK 
INTO THE WHALES 
ANCESTRAL PAST 
YOU WILL REMEMBER 
THE GREAT 
MIGRATION. 







































YES! 


THAT SPAWNED 
ALL THE RACES 







PORTAL? 
/ 




























MILLENIA |р / BY SURGICALLY 
AGO! WHEN 454 ATTACHING THIS 
THE WHALES М SCIENTIST JEWEL TO ABRAXAS’ 
ABRAXAS’ SPREAD OUT I FIND THAT } GIBLET WE HAVE 
MEMORIES ACROSS SPACE | HARD ТО CREATED A 
ARE NOW AND COLONIZED BELIEVE. DOORWAY INTO 
YOUR OWN... THE GALAXY! HIS BODY... 


OF THINGS TUE XLEXU 
HAVE BEEN ENTRUSTED 
WITH THE SEED AND 
115 MANY DIFFERENT 
EVOLUTIONARY FORMS. 


TUE WHALES 
WERE ONE OF 
THE FIRST FORMS 
WE GAVE IT-- 
MEN CAME 
LAST! 























NOW THEY 


COMBINE TO 
BRIDGE TUE GAP 
BETWEEN THE MORTAL 
AND IMMORTAL 
REALMS OF 
EXISTENCE, 


ÅND SO 
THE TIME 
HAS COME 
FOR THE 
SECOND 
MIGRATION! 












THROUGH HIS 
SUBCONSCIOUS 
MIND! 






HERE YOU 
MAY SEE MANY 
THINGS. NOW BEHOLD 
THE SEED! 








I RECOGNIZE 
IT ГОМ EARTH WE 
CALL IT РАА-- 
TUE BASIC BUILDING 
ҚА BLOCK OF ALL LIFE! 


YOUR MAN BODY 
WILL LIVE /WS/DE, 
WHILE YOUR WHALE 
BODY MAKES THE 

JOURNEY, 


FIRST TO 
EARTH, THERE 
YOUR TASK WILL 

BE TO BRING 
MEN AND WHALES 
INTO THIS МЕН 
COMMUNION, 4 














YOU WILL FIND THE 
EMOTIONAL PLAGUE 
OF EARTHMEN A 

HINDRANCE, BUT IT 
WAS Å NECESSARY 
BY-PRODUCT OF THE 
DUAL HEMISPHERE 
BRAIN! 





YOU ARE THE 
FIRST OF 4 NEW 
SPECIES...WILL YOU 

CHOOSE А МАМЕ BY 
WHICH WE MAY 
KNOW уоште 





CALL 
ME 
\ ISHMAEL. 











BACK ON EARTH 
THE WHALES ARE 
SINGING: 














We sing, 


Andiwesineloud 






rhe song fills Gur hearts, 






even after a millennia 






of hard singing and sounding 





in the Zones of the Sea 














We came to this Earth 
during the Great Migration, 
when the folk of the Whale Planet 
colonized the galaxy 
But here the 










gravity enslaved us, 
own from the sky 
to vibrate sounds 














in the Zones of the Sea 


On and on it goes 
It is life 
It is dream 








It is exquisite mirage 
But not until a man from Earth 
journeus to the whale Planet 
and meets Abraxas 







will we be delivered 







from the Zones of the Sea 


Ke UL. ЖҰ SES ETT: 











чу ENGAN 


Brud Mak 


OVID by SLE En 


"ui s EE 








Twenty-Five Years 
Before the Mast 


An Abraxas Memoir 
5) 
Rick Veitch 


was but thirty years of age 
( when first I put encil to aper 
on Abraxas Ende Earthman. 
I was also just beginning to live 
the life га imagined for myself 
from childhood; exploring my 
creative imagination 





as a professional 
cartoonist. 

The late 1970's 
were considered by all and 
sundry a terrible season to be 
launching a Career in comics. 
The industry was run by 
pirates and taking on water. 
Old Salts, who'd Tong seen it 
as cursed, counseled staying 
clear of the sinking ship. С 

But in truth, my timing 
in getting under weigh couldn't 
have been more Fie 
Comics were actually on the 
сиз ofreinventing themselves, 
both as an art form and a 
business; generatinga cultural 
wave that would raise all boats, 
including my own, for many 
years to come. ý 
3 With few exceptions, 
comics ofthe seventies seemed 
lacking in imagination or ideas. 
The best sea ze had jumped 
ship or been forced to walk 
the plank. The last surviving, 
mainstream Marvel 
and DC, were still fishing for 





lines, 


sales among thirteen year olds, oblivious 
to the huge schools of grown-up baby 
boomers hungry for exotic comics of their 
own. HEAVY METAL was the first to find 
that waiting audience, offering, treasures 
shipped in from France, served in a full 
color glossy format. 

“Just out of Kubert School and 
hustling my portfolio around New York, | 
gotan interview with HEAVY METAL chief 
mate, John Workman, who gave me one of 
my first professional gigs, producing filler 
strips and illustrations tor the magazines 
back pages 

The undeniable sophistication of 











The artiste broods at the Salone Internazionale Dei Comics 
in Lucca Italy. October 1980. 


Photo by Peter Maresca. 
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craft and ideas coming, out of Europe 
was Изи, EAN e long, underwear 
comics loo! pretty threadbare and Marvel 
was first to rise to the challenge with 
their own flagship. As luck velte it, 
Steve Bissette and | walked up Marvel's 
Жин just as they were laying, the 
Ёс for what would ultimately be called 
EPIC MAGAZINE. 
and editor Rick 
Marschall . were 
buying, stuff that 
was wild, colorful 
and far outside 
Marvel's usual fare. 
Steve and I pitched 
Rick an sight page 
fantasy story, 
MONKEY SEA, 
and got a sale. 
We collaborated 
on all parts of 
it, incorporatin: 
collage Seet 
into the painted 
artwork, an origjnal 
technique that we 
would push to the 
ultimate limit in our 
adaption of Steven 
Spielberg's 1941 for 
HEAVY METAL 
that same year. 
When EPIC 
finally set sail it was helmed by a new 
skipper Archie Goodwin, who purchased 
my first solo story, SOLAR PLEXUS. It 
promptly appeared with the pages out 
of order in EPIC #4. I'm not sure if he 
liked my stuff or felt bad because of the 
screw UP, but Archie encouraged me to 
keep pitching ideas to EPIC. Somehow, 
| became a regular contributor, creating a 
whole raft af teed and sci/fi shorts such 
as LANDMASS, BOSSY, SHIPMATES, 


Publisher Stan Lee 


Create Спатрае Moment 
with Someone you like. 





Ahh, memories. 


CONQUEST OF THE BANANA PLANET 
and SHINY BEAST. One of my earliest 
collaborations with Alan Moore, LOVE 
DOESN'T LAST FOREVER, was done 
for Archie. 

What was trul revolutionary about 
EPIC (aside from ch ads for cigarettes 
and booze) was the contract. While the 
comics industry still routinely assumed all 
rights to intellectual 
properties they 
published, the EPIC 
agreement specified 
one-time-use only. 
Unlike most young, 
sailors shipping out, 
I never signe: away 
my early work in the 
purser5 book. 

In the midst of 
crafting six and cent 
pagers for EPIC, the 
idea of attemptin 
a more Segel 
project pt its hook in 
me: I'd first heard the 
term “graphic novel” 
when Wil Eisner 
spoke at Kubert 
School in 1976, layin: 
out his vision F 
literate comics in 
bound book form. 

Deciding to 
embark on one of these new “graphic 
novels”, 1 began to whittle ideas and 
concepts. I wanted to avoid all the 
overdone genres like space detectives, 
elves or sword and sorcery, while still 
offerin something of ا‎ interest to 
my sci i/fantasu audience. 

| was also keeping my inner eye 
peeled for an idea that promised some 
sort of personal meaning, for me. In writin 
and illustrating my short stories for EPIC, 





ға enjoyed an organic creative process Against God" analogy. Still others will greet 
that was much more satisfying than the Davey Jones believing Ahab's madness is 
monthly comic book grind. The material! the ultimate metaphor for “Man Against 
was producing was meant as entertainment Himself”. 
ог а paying audience, and I hope Е Rereading, the book, I saw all these 
succeeds at that. But each story grew out and something, more; that the symbolic 
of me naturally too, mapping some part framework Melville built his novel around 
of my internal landscape IF I was goingto маза clear model for the structure of the 
attempt а эта phic novel, it's theme had to human psyche. 
eel like it might answer а question I didn't Historian M. Thomas Inge quotes 
even know I needed to ask. 
I stumbled on MOBY- 
DICK while sketching a squid 
creature with a shack on its 
pack; the intrigueing idea 
of low-tech space whalers 
spooling out from there. 
There'd been a few 
pirate comics in the fifties, 
and a Classics Illustrated 
version of MOBY-DICK, but 
to the best of my knowledge 
the whaling theme hadn't 
seen fished out. And Herman 
Melville's iconic tale of the 
crazy peg-legged captain's 
quest for the white whale 
was drenched in the kind of 
melodrama comics thrive on. 
What finally sot 

















me 
to sign on to the concept 
was the symbolism, which in 
MOBY-DICK isn't forced 
ог over-intellectualized. We 
don't need а high school lit 
teacher to point it out; Ahab 
and the le are already 
cartoons, иге archetypes 
straight out of a timeless 
fairy tale. 

Some say Melville's 
story symbolizes *Man 
Against Nature”, while others 
point tothe fr ak albinism of 
the whale, arguing ог a “Man 

















Mad Captain Veitch stalks the bridge of the Pine Banks Road 
studio, Charles Lloyd Quintet swinging on the FM. 
Photo by Lou Corbett 
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me discussing, this in his “MELVILLE IN 
POPULAR CULTURE” (A Companion To 
Melville Studies, Greenwood Press, 1986). 

Says I: "There is а crippled Ahab 
that walks the decks of all our syches, 
screaming vengeance against м atever it 
is (God? Creativity? Our own untapped 
potential?) that hes hidden beneath 
the waves of the unconscious and is 

rsonifed іп the great white whale!”. 
Can't tell I'm a EE writer I bet. 

Гео on to describe how ABRAXAS 
AND THE EARTHMAN is an extension 
of the themes of MOBY-DICK: “My story 
means to say that in the century since 
Melville constellated this archetype, the 
relationship between the captain, the 
whale perm witness (| er ge MOBY- 
DICK, Isaac іл my story) have gained 
considerabh ‚ to the point that the whale 
and the witness at the end become joined 
in symbiotic union.” 

The transformation that caps 
Abraxas found inspiration in the life and 
work of John С. Lilly. А true explorer 
of consciousness, Lily did considerable 
research into marine mammal intelligence 
and served as the model for Ken Russell's 
ALTERED STATES. 

I had a “John Lilly” character in 
my original outline but Archie thought 
it might be unwise to use a real persons 
name without their permission. Sittin 
in his office, I thought for a second 21 
changed “Lilly” to Isaac”. At the time 
I honestly didn't know that in the Bible, 
Isaac is brother to Ishmael. 


was workingin a hexagonal studio 
anchored in а tall pine forest in 
Putney Vermont. The space was 
cavernous, its hand hewn beams 
creaking, like an old ship of the 
line. Due to some atmospheric 
fluke my FM receiver could pick 


up anall-jazz radio station out of Boston. | 
spent a year and а half zoned out on Miles 
and Coltrane, building the novel chapter 
by chapter. 

I worked the art on three på 
Strathmore with а kid finish, inking, ligit 
over pencilsand then buildingupthe color. 
I'd begin with transparent Dr. Martin dues, 
pate down with airbrush and E 
From there l'd add highlights and shadows 
with opaque gouache and colored pencils. 
I also kept a gutted pile of donor books 
and magazines from which Га slice weird 
color Е and graphics to incorporate 
inthe paintings. 

This collage method worked visual 
wonders in those re-digjtal days. But it 
was tedious as hol. requirin: painstakin 
X-Acto cutting and muc SE 
for complex Fa es. The pages have 
an undeniable hand-made e, with 
their layers of tape and clinging, rubber 
ees, with today's emphasis 
on squeaky clean Photoshop imagery, | 
doubt you will see comics made SH this 
kind be process ever again. 


Sounds like I had it knocked, right? 
Finally attained my childhood dream to 
be a cartoonist. Getting paid to do the 
kind of art I wanted. Retaining ownership. 
Working, on an ambitious graphic novel in 
а counter-culture paradise. At one point 
I even found nd a European festival 
hanging out with Moebius and Hugo 
Pratt! 

Well, ess again. Somewhere 
about the third chapter, I began to have 
doubts. Not about the material, which 
was coming out better than Ра hoped, but 
about my career choice! I know it sounds 
crazy, and its not like me at all, but I began 
talking to friends and associates about 
leaving comics. For reasons I couldn't put 
my finger on, | was suddenly E by 


OIC 








a question 

didn't even know I 
needed to ask. The 
uestion was: Now 
d га become а 
real professiona 
cartoonist, how 
44 1 actually fee! 
about doing art for 
money? 





| recognized 

In ABRAXAS the 
all-consuming 
obs session to ти 
ursuit of art. | saw 
the self-defeating 
internal conflicts Ра 
had to overcome to 
achieve succes 








s in 
a commercial field. 
And Г began to 
get a bead on how 
working in а hard- 
nosed business | 
had spent a lifetime 
antasizing, about 
was ай еспе те. 
Later, I would 
learn that this 
revelation was the 
sort of emotional 
pivot point writers and artists always seek; 
when an interesting, idea takes оп а life of 


Fortunately before I did anything its own and suddenly you're wrestling with 
stupid, I called my old teacher, Joe your Siamese Twin. ы = 


Kubert, and asked his advice. He listened For me, it's the kind of art that 
to my story and told me flatly that I wes Melville himself famously referred to 
nuts. That if I turned my back on what га as “objectification of feeling”; when the 


attained now I'd regret it for the rest of my harpoön sinks deep, Leviathan sounds and 


life. Itwas some ofthe best and most timely all thought of regaining shore (or changing, 
advice I ever received. Thanks, Joe! S E = 


2 =) vanishes in the ever spiraling sez 
” . careers) vanishes in the ever spira Ing sea. 
As | began the fourth chapter о Р + 





the notion that I should go back to school 
and learn animation. 








ABRAXAS it Finally dawned on me that Rick Veitch 
there was something else going on that | Windham Hill, Vermont 


hadn't seen. Its a bit hard to explain, but 
somehow the story was happily answering, 
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